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MINUTES OF THE COLNEY HEATH FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 

COMMUNITY ROOM VILLAGE HALL 83 HIGH STREET COLNEY HEATH AL4 0NS 

ON THURSDAY 2
nd

 OCTOBER 2014 at 7.45pm  

 

Present:-Cllr K Barnes Chair M Nash-Vice Chair-Cllr D Crump-*Cllr C Brazier-Cllr R Solts  

     *Dist members also) note-Currently Council have two member Vacancies. 

Hertfordshire County Council-Julian Thornton 

Ramblers Association-Mr P Escritt 

Clerk: Mr J E Dean-Present at meeting 

Deputy Clerk- Mrs K Parker-Mead-Present at meeting 

Project Manager-Neighbourhood Plan-Jeff Lewis 

 

Public Attendance:     Mr D Becker-Mr C Musk-Mr Mrs Falk-Pat Coleman-Jean Blight- 

Tricia Gascoigne-Jack Grant-Mike Rawlins-Quentin Keeling-Derek Grant-Robert Avery- 

Valerie Avery-Bert Gascoigne-Pat Coleman- 

 
 
 
1489 APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Cllr K Barnes Chair opened the October meeting welcoming Mr J Thornton and Mr P Escritt 
Two apologies were received and accepted from by council Cllr D Horner & Cty Cllr Dreda 
Gordon with attending another meeting. 
 
1490 DECLARATIONS 
No declarations were made but with an opportunity to members during the meeting. 
 
1491 APPROVAL MINUTES FULL COUNCIL MEETING 11th SEPTEMBER 2014 
Minutes were read by page and were accepted, the document was subsequently approved 
as correct and resolved. 
Proposed; - Cllr R Solts 
Seconded; - Cllr M Nash 
 
1492 APPROVAL MINUTES PART II MEETING 11th SEPTEMBER 2014 
Minutes were read by page and were accepted, the document was subsequently approved 
as correct and resolved. 
Proposed; - Cllr M Nash 
Seconded; - Cllr C Brazier 
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1493 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
Members had no changes to make for any minor corrections 
 
1494 PRESENTATION HERTS RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
Mr Julian Thornton HCC Rights of Way Officer and Mr Phil Escritt gave an overview of the 
new plans from county for future maintenance of the footpaths and bridleways of Colney 
Heath and surrounding areas. As the presentation was set out in a Power Point format, it is 
not intended to repeat in the minutes here as a copy is on the parish web site for all to read. 
A footpath map of the Colney Heath whole parish was produced and copies were available. 
Local Access Forums have been interested it the matter and it is understood they too will be 
looking closely at the new plans. Other interest is from the Neighbourhood Plan where the 
Project Manager Jeff Lewis intends to encourage the working groups to look at this further. 
Cllr Crump raised the point about securing developer contributions for improvements via the 
parish council. (CIL-Community Infrastructure Levy) Cllr Brazier wanted to point out about 
the reluctance of developers to make a contribution , mentioning a couple of instances. 
Other points raised were the importance of links with the existing database to sustainable 
transport and promoting with a possible link to the SADC Green Ring. Safer crossings of the 
busy roads such as the A414 were mentioned by members.as well as other sites where the 
crossing of busy roads requires improvement and should be highlighted in the plan if 
possible. Julian Thornton mentioned a new footpath in Highfield Farm had been approved 
and was open to all. It made the woodland walk recently commissioned by HPT to give more 
access to all for pleasure and enjoyment of the open space there. Chair Cllr Barnes as a 
HPT trustee said this had become popular with families walking the trail, a sensible solution. 
Members were reminded of the time/date of the local access forum. 
In conclusion and after a 45-minute presentation, the Chair Cllr Barnes thanked the 
speakers for attending and providing a positive overview to take this important subject 
forward, on a point it was also supported by the council members. 
The Meeting resumed at 8.58pm 

    
1495 THE PARISH WEB SITE 
Members had nothing to add, any updates were being dealt with by the office as required. 
The September minutes will now go on the council page. Details of the RoW plans can go on 
as well after the Rights of Way and Footpath Society and Rambles Association presentation 
attending to-night, by either hyperlink or plain copy, gave approval.  
 
FINANCE 
1496 APPROVAL OF CHEQUES AND PAYMENTS OCTOBER 2014 
The Clerk presented a report to members and explained the details to the meeting, adding 
two lots of exceptional expenditure increased the monthly spend budget average. Invoices 
for commons work was £12,765, we can recover from Nat England Grant. The second 
payment for certain legal services, as requested by Cllr Solts to be cleared up to this point. 
It was resolved that payments as listed accepted for September to £29,146.58 inc-vat. 
Proposed by; - Cllr R Solts 
Seconded by Cllr C Brazier 
 
1497 OTHER FINANCIAL REPORTS 
The Clerk said he had nothing else to report. 
 
1498 VACANCY FOR COUNCIL MEMBER CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER 
The Chair Cllr K Barnes advised about the candidate, the Clerk had resolved a procedural 
issue with HAPTC and the candidate was Mr P Cook of 20 Maslen Road offering to stand. 
By way of a show of hands, the majority vote with one against carried the motion. Mr Cook 
was duly elected to serve on the council until May 2015 (Elections) and may take his seat at 
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the next meeting on 6th November. He will receive future council papers from that point after 
signing the declarations with the Clerk. 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
1499 GENERAL PLANNING REPORT 
With a number of public attending the principle, concern was the new application for a gas  
Generating plant 5/2014/2490 at Unit 1 Alban Park near residential properties. 
 
1500 REPORTS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING  
Members agreed the report of meeting 15th September. Our observations have been sent 
 
1501 PLANNING LISTS APPLICATIONS-RECOMMENDATIONS & REFUSALS 
Contents of the planning list presented were noted. 
 
1502 APPLICATION 5/2014/2490 ELECTRICITY GENERATING PLANT FROM GAS FOR 
8, GAS FUELLED ENGINES (REAR OF RYECROFT COURT) 
The controversial application 5/2014/2490 Gas Generating Plant at Alban Park where Cllr 
Day had indicated this application was called in to committee. Both Cllr Day and Cllr Brazier 
as the two District members declared not to make any comment in this council debate. The 
plant is to be housed in a warehouse within 10m of residential properties in Ryecroft Court; it 
will be focal by way of large chimneys to remove exhaust from 8 static generating engines.  
With a large deputation from Ryecroft Court Residents Association attending, including those 
from Cranbrook Drive nearby. Cllr K Barnes made provision for them to address the council 
and air their views. Observations and points of view were put forward, with each outlining the 
issues residents would face if this were given the go-ahead. Resident David Kilpatrick made 
a very positive case over noise pollution issues, plus a possible risk of transmitted vibration. 
In conclusion Cllr K Barnes asked the council to decide what our observation was, all agreed 
(excluding District Councillors) to an objection be sent and that a letter setting out the points 
raised to the planning authority. It is understood that some 60 letters of objection have been 
sent to the District Council. UKPR were invited to speak at the meeting but were unable to 
send a representative, instead some documentation was provided on the company and its 
operation with other plants in the UK.      
 
1503 CURRENT PINS APPEALS & PUBLIC INQUIRY LISTED 
No reports. 
 
1504 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
A progress report was presented by Jeff Lewis Project Manager, issues to dates and reports 
of a comprehensive survey by Mike Rawlins. In presenting his report, emphasising council 
will need to give their opinions on future make-up of the plan and in selecting their priorities. 
He also spoke about the second survey and seeking advice from SADC on inset villages.  
A letter was circulated from the owner of Radio Nurseries regarding possible development. 
The report was later handed out to the members and is available on the web site.   
Meetings of the working groups are progressing and the next on Tuesday 14th October when 
Jeff Lewis hoped members of council might attend. Flooding problems in Oaklands Lane 
was also mentioned, however, this is considered a highways matter. 
 
1505 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
In public questions, Mrs Falk asked about police community meetings which seem to have 
been dropped. This question, should be put the PC Shepherd at Herts police. 
 
1506 PARISH REPORTS AVAILABLE  
Copies of the parish Gardner reports at available at meeting Parish Warden and Ranger.   
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1507 HIGHWAYS GENERAL REPORT 
Two matters, the need to decide the requirements for the 2015-16  HLB-(Highways Locality 
Budget) County Councillor Gordon has an allowance. The various flooding issues, all past 
reported with highways adjoining ditches, with some land verges under separate ownership. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
1508 OPEN SPACES & ENVIRONMENT ALLOTMENTS and BUILDINGS  
Again not fully debated the Clerk will be asking for a small budget to clear bramble and 
cultivate unused or vacant plots in the winter. One plot is still available.  
 
1509 COMMON LAND RECREATION LAND & PUBLIC OPEN SPACES   
Chair Cllr K Barnes was pleased to announce the land deal on Oaklands Field was in the 
last stages of completion and Punch Taverns will sign the conveyance. 
Cllr Nash wanted to register public concern passed to her at the expansion ideas currently 
under consultation via the Chronicle for CHPC at the High Street Recreation area.  
The comments included additional traffic and parking at the ground, which is under capacity. 
The fact that this was still a recreation ground and the re siting of the play equipment Cllr 
Nash wished to emphasise, as important to residents. Cllr Nash sought to attend the next 
meeting of the club now on 21st October to relay the local and resident’s comments. 
A member of the public, who lives nearby requested to speak about the burglar alarm, a 
nuisance that wakes them up, it should go direct to a monitoring service. Currently it rings 
out until switched off by a key holder. The council agreed to speak with the club.   
Mention was made from a member of the public about young people attending junior games 
wandering off to investigate the lakes area and woodland. There was an obvious danger and 
the club should install marshals on the gates to access this area for safety of young persons. 
A request to the club to look at this risk. Lafarge are the ultimate owners of lakes. The Clerk 
confirmed in accordance with council instruction pitch marking has been put to a contractor; 
CHPC are no longer marking the pitches. An invoice may arrive against pitch fees.. 
The works on the common by Falcon Forestry are now virtually complete, the work has been 
complete in line with our expectation, and Falcon Forestry will be returning to do some other 
work outside of the HLS Scheme. 
The Environment Agency have been undertaking channel with contractors works on the 
Colne River bank in line with the Government undertaking for remedial works to rivers after 
last year's flooding issues. There is also a flood working group recently set up by SADC to 
which Cllr Brazier is represent CHPC for the district. 
 
1510 HIGHFIELD PARK TRUST 
Trust member Cllr K Barnes reminded members the apple day was this coming week-end-4th 
5th October, a popular event to be able to buy varieties of apples and juice. 
 
COMMUNITY REPORTS 
1511 COMMUNITY BUS 
Cllr Horner reported that the bus was repaired and we had paid the excess and hire fees 
after the recent accident with a volunteer driver.  
 
1512 VILLAGE HALL  
With Cllr Horner, sending apologies no report this time. 
 
1513 TREASURE TOTS 
In the absence of Cllr Horner Deputy Clerk Mrs Parker-Mead gave a brief overview of the 
progress and pleased to add the numbers were increasing attracting new families from the  
new properties at Jasmine Court with their young children.  
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ADMINISTRATION-INFORMATION-CORRESPONDENCE-& REPORTING 
 
1514 INFORMATION & PARISH REPORTS AVAILABLE IN APPENDIX 2 
Members had noted the reports, none of which has any further issues. 
 
1515 ELECTORAL REVIEW OF HERTFORDSHIRE 
Briefly debated, the suggestion being that CHPC will have 8 parish councillors and some 
boundary changes with the parish’s of Sandridge and London Colney.   
 
MEMBERS ATTENDING MEETINGS ON BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL  
No reports from members 
 
1516 CORRESPONDENCE 
Members were notified in the agenda list, there was no further debate or reports.  
 
1517 PARISH MATTERS OFFICE AND CHRONICLE 

In a late but urgent matter concerning employment issues, members were in agreement with 

the action to be taken by the Clerk. Cllr Nash declared an interest and left the meeting. 

1518 MEMBERS QUESTIONS OR LATE MATTERS 

The Clerk has received a request for a memorial seat on the common, he is in touch with the 
family who intend to pay and grant the seat to CHPC. 
The HCC Loose Horses meeting is booked to take place in London Colney on 4th November-

more details to follow. 

1519 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next full council meeting takes place at 7.45pm Thursday 6th November at the Village 

Hall Community Room, the Clerk warned members that the budget meeting might be put 

back to December as he was waiting for SADC finance to provide some information at the 

Clerks round table on 21st October. 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and staying a few minutes over, there had been 

some very important business this evening and essential to give extra time for debate 

The meeting closed at-22.12hrs 

John Dean  

Clerk to the Council 

Note-Planning listing is not included in the minutes-please refer to the appendix list 

 

Disclaimer-The Minutes are in draft- format until agreed and accepted at the next full council meeting. No facts or expression 
matters here in any way so noted considered final until the Chair signs the document. Our publication of the minutes are in 
good faith for public information and should not be taken as a full statement of fact unless properly supported by evidence or 
documentation-No copies can be taken without the written permission of Chair or Clerk. No electronic scanning or transmission 
allowed other than by the office or produced on our web site. NOTE-Appendices that were already part of the agenda (are not 
repeated here) -Planning Appendix 1 In addition, Papers for member’s attention Appendix 2 available on request to the office 

 


