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MINUTES OF THE COLNEY HEATH FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT COLNEY HEATH VILLAGE HALL 

THURSDAY 8
TH

 NOVEMBER 2012 at 8.00.pm 
 

Present: - Cllr C Gowens (Chair)-Cllr R Solts (Vice Chair)-Cllr K Barnes-Cllr J Day 

Cllr D Crump-Cllr D Horner-Cllr E Martin-Cllr C Brazier (County & Dist Cllr) One Vacancy 

  

Clerk:     Mr J E Dean 

Deputy Clerk    Mrs K Parker-Mead 

 

Public Attendance:     Mr D Becker-Mr Jonathan Clements-.Helen & Martin Falk- 

  Jill Moody-Jeff Lewis & Chris Musk from SRA 

 

768 APOLOGIES/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Chair Cllr C Gowens welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

 

769 MEMBERS DECLARATIONS 

No specific declarations made but option remains for members during agenda topics. 

 

770 MINUTES for the FULL COUNCIL MEETING 4
TH

 OCTOBER 2012 

The minutes were approved and Resolved. 

Proposed by; - Cllr R Solts 

Seconded by; Cllr D Crump 

 

772 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE ABOVE MINUTES 

There were no matters arising, other than one typo on page 2 identified and noted. 

 

723 WEB SITE-Peter Fleming Design 

The web site dummy was viewed on the white board and several comments noted. 

Members are keen to see the launch date of 1
st
 December maintained. The Clerk said there 

was still a great deal of work to do on the site. The Chair said the launch must go ahead on 

December 1st but on-going build of the website would have to be work in progress. All 

agreed to allow a number of local organisations to have a preview before the launch, also 

hoping it will prompt them to reciprocate with links to ours. 

The Clerk said he was hoping more would contribute to the site including members of the 

council if they are able. The office requires some training on how to update the weekly 

news. Cllr Solts has also helped with getting social media input available on the site. This 

fits with recent guidance from SCADC on having the ability to contact a large number of 

people in the area in emergencies, including flood warnings. Details of how to access the 

new site is to be put in the Winter Edition of Chronicle, one of the items noted for the next 

Editor/Clerk meeting on 13
th

 November. If any one requires any help to access to the site 

call the parish office. 
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773 PARISH COUNCIL CONFERENCES 

This half yearly event was held again at Redbourn Parish Centre.  Cllr Brazier, Clerk and 

Deputy Clerk attended on behalf of the council. Other members sent apologies due to work 

commitments or last minute reasons. Cllr Brazier reported on the topics and gave a 

presentation on the main issues affecting the parish in a three minute slot about Colney 

Heath. It was well attended by all councils, many of whom vigorously opposed plans for 

the New Barnfield Waste Incinerator at Hatfield. Several interesting presentations were 

given, including information on the new Ringway partnership for Highways. A letter 

setting out the structure has been circulated to all members. The presentation admitted that 

the considerable backlog of work will take some time to work through. County members 

will have a budget for local works and be expected to prioritise works by meeting with 

Ringway. Other presentations included the new mapping system operated in conjunction 

with planning; we already use this. The next conference will be in February or March 2013, 

probably in the late afternoon or evening at a venue to be decided. This was a worthwhile 

conference to network and to be able to hear more from the District Council. Parish liaison 

officer Carl Cheevers also organised the event, adding he is contactable to serve parishes. 

 
774 OAKLANDS FIELD 

As pointed out in the agenda notes, the Clerk has dealt with a couple of legal requests 

separately and Mrs Falk has supplied a statement which should prove helpful going 

forward to LR. Legal have the facts to procure the conclusion of the deal. They have also 

been advised of our previously agreed purchase price which council had delegated. 
 

775 SMALLFORD STATION-Was deferred to later in meeting but noted here. 

Council received a presentation from SRA Chair Jeff Lewis, which commenced at 9.30pm. 

With the aid of slides and information on the White Board, Jeff gave an excellent overview 

of progress and plans for future work on the project.  

The Station Group have succeeded in obtaining a £9000 grant from English Heritage which 

is a testament to their dedication and hard work. 

One of the key issues going forward is the exchange of land being considered with two 

separate owners. If this is successful, it will keep the station on its present site, which is 

vital to its listed and conservation status. Many of the buildings are in excellent condition. 

The Station’s future use is yet to be planned. Jeff spoke about those plans and interior 

refurbishment adding that there have been many offers of help and interest from rail 

enthusiasts and historical societies. The Chair thanked Jeff Lewis for presenting the details 

to council and his enthusiasm in organising what is really a great piece of voluntary work 

which will be of benefit for years to come.  

The Clerk noted that insurance for this project is to be transferred to Tennyson Insurance 

who specialise in local groups of this type. This will cover any liability issues that could 

occur. The parish council has agreed to repay yearly premium (£148.00) until the end of the 

project, probably 2-3 years, and this is noted and declared in the appropriate heading under 

Finance for the purposes of Audit. 

    

776 ST MARKS CHURCH-Closed Graveyard and Tree Works 

The tree works to the Limes in the closed Churchyard could be done at the same time as the 

felling of the poplars at the High Street Recreation area. The Clerk has requested an 

estimate from the same contractor as previously agreed by council. The suggestion is to 

reduce the crown and canopy by 40% to go level with gutter line on building. Works 
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should be complete before Christmas. Cllr Horner agreed to consult the Church Wardens 

and advise their approval. Lime trees recover and regrow relatively quickly.   

777 MEMBERS’ REGISTER OF INTERESTS and CODE OF CONDUCT  

The following members agreed to attend the training available for council members 

arranged by SCADC on 13
th

 November: Cllr Horner, Cllr Martin, and Cllr Crump.  

Cllrs Brazier and Day advised that they had already attended as part of the District member 

training. It is very important that all members receive this training in accordance with the 

new Code of Conduct and revised Standards Regime. 

 

FINANCE 

778 REPORT-APPROVAL OF CHEQUES-PAYMENTS-NOVEMBER 2012 

The Clerk presented a report of the payments to the meeting and gave explanation to 

council. The approval of cheques for November total £18008.30 net was Resolved: 

Proposed Cllr C Brazier  

Seconded Cllr K Barnes 

   

779 CHRISTMAS BISCUITS 

The Clerk gave a report seeking member’s approval to procure the goods from M&S the 

following day as stock was in. This was agreed provided the budget is kept in line with the 

past arrangements. About 300 boxes are required. The Deputy Clerk expects members to 

collect them for distribution at the December meeting. 

  

780 BUDGET 2013-14 

The Clerk reminded members about the need to allow time for a Part II meeting to take 

place after a shortened full council meeting on 6
th

 December. Following advice from 

NALC, we are unable to set a precept until after the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement. The 

final precept will be ratified at the 10
th

 January 2013 meeting. 

 

781 OTHER FINANCIAL ISSUES 

The Clerk answered members’ questions on finance issues and expenditure, giving all an 

opportunity to see the current financial situation and reconciliation for half-year reports. 

Cllr Solts also volunteered some advice over payroll services. 

The Clerk advised members that, to date, ten Grant Aid applications have been requested. 

Assessment of these will take place at the Part II meeting on 6
th

 December. Note also item 

775 re SRA insurance. Along with the parish insurance renewal agreed at £3146 until the 

13
th

 November 2013. An invoice will be sent to VHMC for their 85-15% contribution. 

 

PLANNING 

782 REPORTS FROM LEAD MEMBER PLANNING ADVISORY 

Application 5/ 2012/2709 -Maslen Road Highfield St Albans (Previously an invalid application)  

Jonathan Clements gave a presentation, representing the views of at least 5 local residents, 

over the issue of an application to extend the property in such a way that it might lead to an 

overdevelopment and create a blind spot for residents to exit what is little more than a 

paved communal driveway. Other points raised included GB issues, loss of amenity, 

possible hedge removal, loss of other features, and disputes over parking arrangements, 

other properties being overlooked, along with other loss of features. After hearing the 

resident’s points, council agreed to take forward the issues and word their responses within 

the PPG and local plan limitations. Cllr Day and Cllr Brazier were in support of calling the 

application into Committee at the District Planning meeting taking place during November. 
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There are also two other new contentious applications, for 22 homes for Chester Nurseries 

5/2012/2831 and the Oaklands housing development of 350 homes (the latter since 

disclosed in the local media as one of three major sites). The latter development is being 

strongly opposed by the adjoining parish of Sandridge to the extent that a petition against is 

circulating in the area and amongst SRA residents in Oaklands Lane, who had received 

canvassing for support from one of their councillors.  

Several members felt that the District Council should seek to uphold the policy on GB land 

with regard to the Draft Strategic Plan and three sites are so far earmarked for new homes. 

• Kingsley Green-Harperbury Hospital near Radlett 

• Oaklands College-within borders of our parish and Sandridge 

• BRE Site in Bricket Wood         

 

783 PINS APPEALS 
No reports to add 

 

784 PLANNING- OCTOBER 
(Planning Advisory Committee) 

Cllr Gowens wanted pagination to be clearer by suggesting it is noted as an appendix in future. 

Planning List for Colney Heath Parish extracted-St Albans & District Council Web Site.  

(Paper lists are no longer distributed-Members are advised to check the detail for themselves from the SCADC web-site) 

 (Planning Advisory Committee) 

Number Address Application Decision/Recommendation 

5/12/2337 64a Oaklands Lane Side and rear ext and 

extension to porch 

Certificate of Lawfulness – No objections – 

Comments on SADC website 

5/12/2492 Colney Heath 

Farmhouse 

Partial conversion of 

existing Class c3 

(residential of 

existing Class C3 

(residential) 

outbuilding to create 

two holiday cottages, 

internal alterations 

and to openings  

No objections – Comments on SADC 

Website 

5/12/2493 Colney Heath 

Farmhouse 

Partial conversion of 

existing Class c3 

(residential of 

existing Class C3 

(residential) 

outbuilding to create 

two holiday cottages, 

internal alterations 

and alterations to 

openings – Listed 

Building Consent 

No objections – Comments on SADC 

website 

5/12/2076LB Colney Heath Farm Listed Building 

Consent – Internal 

alterations to Bay 1 

of barn outbuilding 

to include block 

partition to form 

shower room, clay 

and tile wood strip 

finishes to floor and 

No objections – Comments on SADC 

website 
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replacement 

staircase; insertion of 

rooflight and 

insertion of window 

in existing hayloft 

opening (retro) 

5/12/2589 1 Cranwell Close Non material amend 

– add rooflights to 

p/permission 

5/12/2144 11/9/2012 

for S/storey rear ext 

and rear canopy 

Approved 

5/12/2693 46 Sleapsyde Lane Part single, part two 

storey rear extension 

No objections – Comments on SADC 

website 

5/2012/1842 

5/2012/2709 

20 Maslen Rd Two st side ext inc 

garage, s/storey rear 

ext -alt to openings 

(resubmission 

following invalid 

application 

5/12/1842) 

With Cllr Brazier 26/10/2012 – To be 

discussed at full council meeting 8/11/2012  

 

Asking our District Cllrs to call this 

application to Plans South Committee to 

discuss. Please note residents comments & 

loss of Amenity Space.– Noted on SADC 

website 

5/12/2798 Earthworks 

Hixberry Lane 

Construction of a 

single storey 

building 

No objections – Comments on SADC 

Website 

5/12/2774 16 Manston Way Single storey rear 

extension and 

widening of existing 

side window 

No objections – Comments on SADC 

Website 

5/12/2704 Oaklands College Non material 

amendment – 

Reduction in window 

size to front 

elevation and 

removal of door to 

left hand side, 

window size reduced 

in west elevation and 

addition of two small 

windows to toilet 

areas, one window 

removed in east side 

elevation and 

addition of door and 

slight alteration to 

position of adjacent 

window to planning 

permission 

5/11/1961 & 

25/10/2011 for 

demolition of 

existing bldg and 

erection of replace 

building to prov 

No objections – Comments on SADC 

Website 
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teaching space 

5/12/2525 Shell UK Oil Advertisement 

Consent – 

Installation of 

internally illuminated 

7m high totem, four 

non-illuminated and 

two internally 

illuminated canopy 

signs, one internally 

illuminated fascia 

sign, seven non 

illuminated 

freestanding 

directional signs and 

ten non-illuminated 

pump signs, ten non 

illuminated poster 

boxes and thirteen 

non illuminated signs 

to refuelling area 

With Cllr Brazier 5/11/2012 

5/12/2831 Chester Nursery Outline application 

(all matters reserved) 

for residential 

development 

comprising of 22 

dwellings 

(resubmission 

following withdrawal 

5/12/1631) 

With Cllr Brazier 5/11/2012 

5/12/2847 Oaklands College Discharge of 

Conditions 4 & 5 

(soft landscape 

works) and 6 

(landscape 

management plan) of 

planning permission 

5/12/1972 dated 

12/9/12 for 

Replacement barn 

for educational and 

training use 

With Cllr Brazier 5/11/2012 

 

Planning Approvals & Decisions  

Number  Address Application SCADC Decision 

5/12/2176 Pearce House Erection of recycling shed No objections 

5/12/2589 1 Cranwell Close Non material amendment – addition 

of roof rooflights to planning 

permission 5/12/2144 11/9/2012 for 

Single storey rear extension and rear 

canopy 

Non material amendment 

Approve 

5/12/1364 Nuckies Farm  Variation of Condition 5 (the 

approved scheme shall have been 

carried out and completed in 

DC3 Conditional 

Permission 
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accordance with the approved 

timetable) of planning permission 

5/06/1574 allowed on appeal dated 

6/7/11 for change of use of land to 

use as a caravan site – Retro 

5/12/1807 Oaklands College  Discharge of condition 19 (prior to 

occupation travel plan) of planning 

permission 5/10/2486 for two/three 

storey building comprising new 

teaching block and sports hall with 

roof plant, five grass and three 

synthetic turf sports pitches, single 

storey detached substation building 

70 car park with associated access 

and landscaping; following 

demolition of existing buildings and 

ancillary development 

Discharge of Condition - 

Approved 

5/12/2224 Round House 

Farm 

Discharge of conditions 17 

(contamination site investigation), 

18 (remediation strategy), 19 

(unsuspected contamination ) 24 

(ecologist report) and 27 (asbestos) 

of planning permission 5/11/1450 

dates 15/5/2012 for Demolition of 

existing buildings and erection of 

four, two bedroom and three, three 

bedroom dwellings of p/permission 

5/11/1450 dated 15/5/2012  

Discharge of Condition -

Partial 

5/12/2317 The Nursery site Installation of shutter door at the 

Nursery site Hixberry Lane 

Conditional Permission 

5/12/2383 5 Sleapscross 

Gardens 

Rear conservatory Conditional Permission 

5/12/2416 Highfield Park 

Trust 

Discharge of condition 3 (landscape 

design proposals of p/ permission 

5/12/2416 for Community Garden 

at Land adj to Hixberry Lane 

Discharge of Condition - 

approved 

5/12/1913 Oaklands College Construction of two synthetic turf 

pitches with floodlighting and 

retaining feature with seating to the 

east of sports hall and teaching 

block, and associated landscaping 

and car parking south of east drive  

Conditional Permission 

5/12/2295 8 Boissy Close Conv of garage into habitable room Invalid application 

5/12/2308 332 Camp Rd Part single part two storey rear 

extension and single front extension 

Conditional Permission 

5/12/2388 29 Wistlea Cres Single storey rear extension  Conditional Permission 

5/12/2446 73 Tollgate Rd 

 

Hipped to gable loft conversion 

with rear dormer window 

Certificate of Lawfulness 

5/12/2632 6 Boissy Close Extension Invalid Application 

 

Appeals/Discharge of Conditions 

 

Number  Address Application SCADC Decision 
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5/12/1002 Fairfolds Roestock 

Lane 

Demolition of ex-dwellings and 

stables and erection one, 3 bed 

dwelling & det double g/ge (resub- 

after refusal (5/11/2484) 

Appeal Lodged 

Planning Approvals & Decisions  
On line Planning List received 
Refused applications –Bold type 

 

Discharge of Conditions 
Number  Address Application SCADC Decision 

No reports    

End of planning report. 

 

785 LOCALISM and NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN–LOCALISM ACT 2011  
Cllr Brazier gave a brief report and added that a questionnaire has or will be put out to all 

residents of the parish. On completion, it can be handed back to the parish office and put in 

the red box or left at his home. The house to house distribution envelopes and print costs 

come from the parish funds, a requirement of a consultation process. 

  

786 NEW-BARNFIELD-HCC WASTE STRATEGY 

The Chair expressed regret that despite vehement protests by many local residents, which 

were widely reported by local press and media, approval for this had been granted. Cllr 

Brazier confirmed he had voted against and confirmed that the matter was belatedly to be 

called in by the Secretary Of State, Eric Pickles. We can but hope! 

 

787 WELWYN & HATFIELD EMERGING CORE STRATEGY 

A briefing was held for Town & Parish Councillors on 8
th

 October at the Campus WGC. 

Cllr Brazier attended. Details are emerging with the plans out for consultation. 

Council debated and agreed that a letter should be sent. Cllr Brazier offered to produce a 

draft. The Clerk will circulate any further information to all members as it arrives.  

 

788 DISPUTE OVER PAST Sect 106 MONIES 
The precise location of the proposed Highfield Lane pedestrian crossing issue was 

discussed in a lively debate, with Cllr Solts demonstrating the capabilities of the new 

interactive white board, using the Google earth display overwritten with members’ various 

pictorial expectations. Cllr Brazier confided that Highways money was to be found and he 

promised a resolution to this very long-lasting issue very soon.  

 

789 LAND AT RADLETT AERODROME 

Council has sent an objection to what is seen as a further delay in arriving at the final 

choice between nearby Radlett and Colnebrook. This issue has taken another turn in the 

legal and planning debacle. Whilst accepting the obvious merits of reducing transport by 

road, Council are very much against Radlett as a choice. This will now become yet another 

Secretary of State referral. 

 

OPEN SPACES & ENVIRONMENT 

790 LEAD MEMBER REPORT – ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 

Cllr Gowens reported on the considerable weed problem on the site, which has been 

brought about by tenant’s rotovating plots which effectively multiplies perennial weeds, 

loss of enthusiasm by several tenants resulting in failure to do any cultivation at all, and the 

persistently wet summer.  The location, with no close parking facility, does not help either. 
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She stated the intention to apply for a grant to pay for one-off weed treatment in spring 

2013. One half-plot still remains vacant and has been offered to people on the Highfield 

Park Trust waiting list. 

Clerk intends to get the water supply turned off during early December till February 2013. 

749 TRANSFERS OF PARISH ASSETS 

The Clerk explained the intention of SCADC to make a policy decision and the matter will 

be set out in a procedural document we learned about at the recent SADTPC meeting. 

There is no doubt that conditions will apply and some additional funding will need to be 

budgeted. Council may apply for some of the open spaces we have maintained but 

members advised caution over taking over sites which could prove problematic. It was 

agreed to review our plans in the New Year. 

 

792 CHARLES MORRIS HALL  

The Chair wished to send thanks and gratitude the band of willing volunteers - Peter Scott 

and his team, for installing the fourteen tons of bark in the play area at the hall. . Their help 

kept the cost down to £960 just for the supply of materials and saved the council from the 

additional expense of calling in a playground firm. All agreed-Well done!     

 

793 COMMON LAND AND PUBLIC OPEN SPACES 

After meeting representatives, Cllr Brazier informed the meeting that there is a portion of 

land at the former BT trial site for which the developer Taylor Wimpey are, we believe, 

under a planning obligation to produce an open space. At a meeting on 1
st
 November, 

attended by the Clerk, a proposal was outlined whereby CHPC could apply for a woodland 

grant to develop the area into an amenity. In turn CHPC would be required to lease the land 

over 5 and 25 years for a fee. The consultant has supplied minutes of the meeting which, 

together with a copy of the planning inspector’s report, can be considered. This will be sent 

out to members in next post out.  From the public opportunity to speak, Mr Musk and Jeff 

Lewis of SRA were sceptical, suggesting that the developers may be trying to off-load their 

obligation. Cllr Brazier was keen to give the option to SRA; we have asked the consultant 

and TW to attend the next January council meeting to present the outcome of a consultation 

taking place on 1
st
 December with residents of Pasture View. They are hoping to combine a 

tree planting with some refreshments on the day to encourage attendance. SRA plan to send 

someone to see how it goes and hear intentions. It was revealed at the meeting on 1
st
 Nov 

that the intention is to use the remaining 10 hectares for grazing sheep or letting for horses. 

On a different subject the Clerk informed members of a meeting with Natural England and 

CMS to consider the next tranche of DEFRA Rural Payments. The current scheme ends in 

2013 and CHPC needs to review its position. Re-visiting the idea of grazing cattle or sheep 

met with great enthusiasm by CMS and DEFRA. This would enhance our chances of 

success having advised CMS and DEFRA that Council are more determined to progress the 

ecologically sound idea of grazing as a permanent solution to the problem of invasive 

ground elder, hawthorn and sapling growth which will otherwise permanently spoil the 

natural heath land. The Clerk reported arranging a meeting later in November regarding the 

replacement kissing gates and a P3 claim offered in the rights of way process via HCC 

where a grant of £1000 after obtaining estimates and completing a form. Mr Nash had 

assisted by reporting and pointing out the gates with photos, very helpful.  

 

794 PARISH REPORTS 

Reports were noted and distributed from the following: 

Parish Warden-Report available 

Ranger-Report available 
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Parish Gardener-Report available.  Gardener reports winter planting and tidy up.   

Fly Tipping Report & past data available – no additional or specific issues.  

Anti-Social Behaviour – website link on www.stalbans.gov.uk.-community-safety/antisocialbehaviour 

 

795 HIGHFIELD PARK TRUST & PLAY AREAS 

Cllr Barnes reported having attended the AGM recently, reporting on various current and 

proposed future projects. Cllr Brazier also confirmed that he was trying to obtain a grant to 

help with the play area renewal. 

Cllr Solts wanted to send thanks to HPT for their help in restoring the appearance of the 

roundabout on Highfield Park Drive to compensate for the neglect by Highways. 

 

796 HIGH STREET RECREATION AREA & CHFC GROUND 

The Clerk reported on a briefing meeting with Lafarge and CHFC regarding the removal of 

the poplars to confirm the method of removal and the date. The meeting was helped by 

Lafarge bringing the tree surgeon along. It was followed by a site visit and a look at the 

trees and work schedule. The planned date of 19
th

 November cannot be met but assurances 

were given that it will happen by the end of November/ beginning of December. The tree 

firm is considering sending the scrap wood to be recycled into a biomass plant. 

 

797 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

Public involvement had already been noted in debate and more will follow on later items.  

 

798 HIGHWAYS REPORT 

The meeting heard a report from Cllr Brazier about the new arrangements starting from 1
st
 

October for Highways. Publicity and correspondence has been sent to members. The Clerk 

also reported the hedges issue into the on-line-on-call system which was responded to by 

an e-mail requiring completion of a mapping identification. You can seemingly no longer 

communicate in any other way. Since the new plan, the agency has set out the operating 

procedure whereby all major works or other issues on highways will be addressed via the 

county council member. It seems the face to face officer meetings at parish level will be a 

rarity. Many other parishes are known to be disappointed at this.  

   

COMMUNITY 

799 COMMUNITY BUS 

Cllr Horner gave a brief report, adding to note that no bus will run on 27
th

 December  

 

800 VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 
Cllr Horner reported to members on the last VHMC meeting on 6

th
 November which he 

attended with the Clerk. There appears to be some softening of attitude over the effect on 

Treasure Tots of the hall rent issue. Several members of the committee appreciate the 

issues and risk council were exposed to in running a not-for-profit community pre-school, 

including the intake of children from varied backgrounds, including some who could be 

considered deprived or vulnerable. 

We agreed to report back to the VHMC after our budget meeting in December and 

considering TT’s operating costs. The existing revenue stream, payroll and other 

commitments would not allow us to offer more to reach their expectations.  VHMC were 

advised that council might have to consider another venue to operate TTs from. It is noted 

that a pre-school had been operating in Colney Heath for 25 years. 

The faulty gas cooker has been condemned. As the Hall would need to be used in an 

emergency, it cannot be considered part of the local resilience plan without any cooking 
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facilities; therefore Council agreed an exceptional and immediate grant of £250 towards a 

replacement cooker. 

 

 

801 TREASURE TOTS PRE-SCHOOL 
The leader’s report was read out. The pre-school closes for the final term of the year on 14

th
 

December with a Christmas Party. Other matters of finance are detailed above. 

A brief debate regarding costs took place with members agreeing to resolve issues at the 

budget meeting in December. 

 

802 MEMBERS ATTENDING MEETINGS ON BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL 

Members briefly gave their reports to council.  Cllr Horner reported his attendance at the 

SADTPC on 31
st
 October hosted here by CHPC. The meeting was attended by some 17 

delegates from other parish and town councils. Cllr Horner referred to many interesting 

topics covered and explained how he was intending to liaise with the London Colney 

Parish Chair and Cllr Orton on various important issues of mutual interest such as the 

anaerobic digester liaison group and traffic to and from it. The Clerk reported having 

attended the all-day Community Emergency Resilience courses on 23
RD

 October at 

SCADC which is run yearly in conjunction with HCC, an important safety seminar.  

 

803 COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILS 

No further debate-all Agendas Minutes & Reports available-Cllr Gowens suggested this be 

put into an appendix and raised in future only if necessary. 

 

804 RESIDENTS’ OR COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 
The Highfield Park Residents Association (established in 2004) had moved towards a bit of 

a crisis with no meetings or determination of its future. Attendance at past or support in 

arranging any future meetings was almost non-existent leaving reliance on a handful of 

people. The original concept evolved around road adoption matters and other developer 

issues and with new residents, property sales, less time or disinterest it is now short of 

members. Cllr Gowens as founding Chair of HPRA (now Treasurer) reported that the 

existing skeleton committee had discussed how to proceed and concluded the best option 

was to allow HPRA to be effectively mothballed with the possibility that it might be 

resurrected at some time in the future. Cllr Barnes said he was in agreement what was 

needed is a local issue to stir residents into action. The Clerk offered resource or assistance 

from parish office is readily available for publicising or procedural issues, information, and 

guidance. Residual assets could easily be ring-fenced if passed into the parish for keeping.  

 

805 PARISH COUNCIL & COMMUNITY EVENTS 

The matter of who is to produce the Christmas lunch has resolved itself, and will take place 

on 14
th

 December in the usual way. A booking form is in the Autumn Chronicle or may be 

booked by calling at the parish office as soon as possible.  

 

806 REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS -NOVEMBER 

As with 803 Cllr Gowens requested this be produced as an appendix in future. 

 

807 CORRESPONDENCE 

Letters received have been brought to members’ attention in the preceding items. 

All relevant e-mails have been circulated to members. Other items included are listed;-: 
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• Still many complaints about poor Broadband service in spite of new cabled boxes 

springing up in the parish. There is county wide campaign and Cllr Brazier and our 

MP are to take the matter forward with corporate service suppliers. 

• Annual Remembrance services will be held both locally at St Marks Church Colney 

Heath and at district level, with the Mayor attending a service at the War Memorial, 

St Peters Street on Sunday 11
th

 November 10.30am. Chair will attend the service. 

• An anonymous note about a structure in Roestock Gardens could not be dealt with. 

Council are unable to respond to anonymous correspondence. However Cllr Brazier 

and the Clerk have observed the front garden structure. No action can be taken 

without a name, or resident, or property which can always be kept discreet.   

 

808 PARISH MATTERS & OFFICE & CHRONICLE 

The next Chronicle (winter edition) is being published in December with the deadline in 

early November. The Clerk will meet Mr Rodway on 13
th

 November. Cllr Brazier has 

agreed to do “Parish Matters” for this edition.  Clerk advised about office closures due to 

the Village Hall being a Polling station for the Police and Crime Commissioner elections 

here on 15
th

 November.  

Police prioritisation meeting will take place at the Village Hall on Monday 3
rd

 December. 

The office is currently seeking confirmation on start time which is slow in response from 

police (usually 7pm).   

Highfield Carols on Puddingstone Green on December 23
rd

 will be advertised on the new 

website. Charity collection will follow. 

St Marks at Christmas – usual religious events see web site for more details 

Noted that Cllr Gowens wanted appendices created with references on all supplementary 

reports in future. 

 

809 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Thursday December 6
th

 Village Hall 7.30pm – Set to start at the earlier time to allow for a 

Part II will be called later in the meeting at about 8.30pm to review the budget for 2013-14. 

 
 

Meeting ended – 10.20 pm  

 

Signed  

 
John Dean 

Clerk to the Council 
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