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 OCTOBER 2013 
 

MINUTES OF THE COLNEY HEATH FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

COLNEY HEATH VILLAGE HALL 83 HIGH STREET COLNEY HEATH AL4 ONS 

THURSDAY 3
rd

 OCTOBER 2013 at 8.00.pm 
 

Present:-Cllr K Barnes-Vice Chair -Cllr C Gowens-Cllr D Horner-Cllr C Brazier –Cllr E Martin 

Cllr M Nash-Cllr J Day-Cllr D Crump. 

 

Clerk: Mr J E Dean 

Deputy Clerk Mrs K Parker-Mead 

  

Public Attendance:    Gill Moody-Jeff Lewis-Mr C Musk 

 
1117 APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Vice Chair Cllr K Barnes took the meeting in the absence of Chair Cllr Solts. Whilst noting 
apologies accepted from Cllr Solts, dealing with personal matters. Members sent their good 
wishes to the family. County Cllr Gordon also sent apologies being unable to attend 
Announcements made to the meeting were as follows. The Clerk requested a few moments 
to discuss the agenda and minutes preparation and quicker progression to members in a 
draft format. In future, the Agenda to appear in 5 days prior to the meeting and the Minutes 
follow in draft format in about 10 days thereafter. Taking this topic by checking details with 
the October agenda projected on the screen as an example to the meeting it is suggested a 
number of items highlighted yellow-are part of the general ongoing matters of management 
or administrative topics that could be left out unless there was a specific report to give. 
 
1118 DECLARATIONS 
No declarations, Cllr Barnes agreed to take any further declarations during the meeting. 
 
1119 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 12th SEPTEMBER 
Minutes were read through each page and subject to any typo or other changes as noted by 
the Clerk, the document subsequently approved as correct and resolved. 
Proposed;- Cllr D Horner 
Seconded;- Cllr M Nash 
 
1119a MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
As stated above, mainly typos and some spelling changes not picked up by the spellcheck. 
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1120 HIGHWAYS 
Following attendance of the Highways officers at the September meeting members took time 
to review the details given and the performance and presentation on highway issues.  
The Clerk said he had held an additional and very purposeful meeting with Mr S Dibben on 
25th September, a copy of this response since circulated to council. Other helpful matters 
included the arrangement for highways to repair the long outstanding job of craters in the 
entrance footway to the High Street recreation area. Agreement to provide mapping showing 
the verge portion in highways ownership so we can complete another repair job on the track.   
The photos and details of poor surfacing workmanship taken by Mr Mulroney in Highfield 
Lane were transferred to highways but not without some difficulties in the procedural rules 
and restrictions to both their and our IT security requirements of unrecognised sites or files. 
Pictures and report will be subject to a review sent up the management ladder to Ringway    
The debate continued with agreement to retain the highways attendance at our next meeting 
on 7th November that was transposed with the October meeting and with Chair approval, the 
next to be held at Charles Morris. Several had called for a separate highways meeting but 
saw reasons to retain the status quo. All agreed it more sensible to start the next meeting 
earlier at 7.30pm, when a  reduced agenda is also proposed. The Clerk briefly explained 
about the need for a technical appraisal of the Highfield Lane crossing proposal,  
Mr Dibben had outlined some complexities governing road widths. If a compromise has to be 
agreed then a pedestrian island or build out might be another option. Cllr M Nash pointed out 
it was missed out as being one of the first essentials for assessment at the start of any 
scheme. The Clerk registered member’s determination to see a crossing in place as past 
agreed in the now 8-year-old failed S106. He showed Mr Dibben where it had originated 
from-Tillage Close development. Some dispute from him as never having seen the 200+ 
signature petition, Cllr Gowens registered her disbelief at this statement-we will re-send 
On a separate but very important issue, Cllr Gordon had spoken earlier with the Clerk 
requesting the Chair to announce holding a meeting with LCPC over the member highways 
budget, and to help decide how it could be best allocated in both parishes. The meeting 
needs to be held soon with representation from CHPC at a date and venue to be decided. 
The Chair called for member participation and to advise the parish office if able to attend so 
a date to be agreed by all. Alternatively send your suggestions into the office.     
 

1121 THE PARISH WEB SITE 
The site was put up on screen to review, received no member comments. The Clerk said he 
has some small items to review also to make sure access was possible to those wishing to 
see details on the progress of our Neighbourhood plan. Higher Level Stewardship open day 
morning on 6th October is advertised. The Clerk said we would include more on later on the 
HLS as a new but important topic of which there were many more ideas to expand.  
 
1122 HIGHER LEVEL STEWARDSHIP COLNEY HEATH COMMON 
Our invitation to participate driven by DEFRA & Natural England began with our signing up 
on 1st October 2013 for a 10-year agreement. A great deal of benefit will be derived from the 
scheme it is an important heathland site. It will conclude later with a plan to graze cattle on 
the Furze Field part for about 12 weeks per year. Other benefits of the HLS scheme will 
provide revenue for scrub clearance/tree work. Members were pleased of the participation 
continuing and as an extension to the past plan ending in 2013 & put in place by Cllr Brazier.   
The additional works scheme via DEFRA is to deliver a one off payment in order to eradicate 
hawthorn scrub and sapling growth on Furze Field. We are currently working with CMS to 
get four quotes to enable the Commons committee to assess the works and decide best 
option. This work needs to be done between November and January and a meeting will be 
arranged in 3rd or 4th week of October with our committee to review where CHPC will procure 
works and claim repayment via Natural England; this job could exceed in excess of £10k.    
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A detail specification should be produced; these works could take about two weeks and be 
will have to be managed with CHPC involvement. 
 

1123 HIGH STREET ACCESS TRACK 
Approval was sought to spend around £2300 on works to level and tarmac patch the track 
after complaints from JMI-PTA, CHFC, parents and some past minor accidents. Whilst not 
forgetting the safety issues in its current condition of potholes and craters or with additional 
works to be done by highways to their portion. The whole track used as an unofficial car park 
dropping off and collecting children to school. This has become custom and practice over 
decades, also used by the football club. However, it should be recognised it is an unofficial 
car park and one, which all who use do so completely at own risk at all times. With CHPC, 
this is quite clear but should  be understood by all where we accept no liability whatsoever 
which is also in shared ownership with Lafarge Plc. Plus it is the access to the gravel pits.  
In addition to the works, some public liability and risk warning notices will should be put up. 
Members are concerned undertaking the repair in case the liability might revert to CHPC.  
In conclusion, it was decided to let works to go ahead providing checks be made with 
Lafarge to get permission and acceptance. If this is conclusively agreed, the works could be 
done soon in half term. It was resolved the Clerk be allowed to go ahead on this proviso. 
Proposed;-  Cllr C Gowens 
Seconded;- Cllr J Day 
 
1124 PARISH WARD REPRESENTATION  
A proposal from Cllr Gowens at the last meeting. A letter was sent to Mr Lovelady at SADC 
that will obviously have to take its course in the procedures of Electoral Review. 

FINANCE 
1125 APPROVAL OF CHEQUES AND PAYMENTS OCTOBER 2013 
The Clerk presented a report to all members and explained details to the meeting. It was 
resolved that payments listed be accepted and agreed for October to £10781.62 
Proposed by; - Cllr C Gowens 
Seconded by Cllr J Day 
 

1126 OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS 
There was a brief overview of the current financial situation showing the amount spent plus a 
review of the budget expenditure at 6 months. The figures are as expected & within budget. 
County Cllr Gordon has a budget to help local organisations with funding support, as in past 
Cllr Brazier also had similar from County as part of member grants. Cllr Gordon is intent on 
inviting the organisations from both parish and districts to apply for funding. Editorial will go 
on Chronicle local groups how to apply. Note it is time limited to financial year-March 2014. 
The Clerk confirmed the Audit approval notices are out at the end of September. 
 
PLANNING 
1127 PLANNING 
The report in the agenda council reviewed advisory notes. It was reported the plans for more 
than 300 new homes development at Oaklands by Taylor Wimpey was currently with SADC.   
 
1128 CURRENT PINS APPEALS 
The report in the agenda notes were reviewed by council.   
Public Inquiry at Civic offices 
Residential development 42 Oaklands Lane -Chester Nurseries-application -5/12/831- 
Cllr Brazier said he would try to attend on 10th October. 
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1129 PLANNING APPLICATIONS-RECOMMENDATIONS & REFUSALS   
The report in the agenda council reviewed comments and the notes in Appendix 1   
 
1130 MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS TO NOTE IN THE AREA OR PARISH 
It was proposed to reduce the content format in future to a single line to serve as a reminder.  

a) New Barnfield (Hatfield) Planning Inquiry-Cllr Brazier agreed to speak at the special 
session we were booked on 22nd October 2013-Cllr Mrs Nash was also attending on 
some days when not working and agreed to report back to council meeting. 

b) Welwyn & Hatfield Emerging Core Strategy Cllr Brazier said he would be 
attending on 18th October 2013 and subsequently reporting to council. 

c) Land at Radlett Aerodrome-Rail Freight No reports 
d) Luton Airport No reports 
e) Football Stadium in Colney Heath No reports-all agreed, things had gone quiet 

 
1131 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Project leader Jeff Lewis gave members a report whist seeking to fill urgent vacancies in the 
gaps of leadership to Colney Heath and Sleapshyde. Requesting if council members could 
take a hand stepping in here if only briefly. Could other councillors help was the message. 
It was agreed the letter could be sent to the leader at SADC-Cllr Julian Daly advising of our 
intent to produce a plan. This is required as part of the compliance. It was noted that 
Redbourn has also started a Neighbourhood Plan like us and Jeff Lewis had met with their  
Cllr D Mitchell Last week for an exchange. The Clerk is working on a contract format and Cllr 
Gowens agreed to cast her eye over. The contract is for a limited term based on the ACAS 
format style that can be structured to suit our requirements.  A question of data, protection 
the Clerk advised current arrangement CHPC have in place should be adequate.  
Mrs Myland had reported to the project manager of willingness to engage in contact with the 
traveller community in Barley Mow for inclusion over the neighbourhood plan. Cllr Crump 
had some concerns he aired over Welwyn & Hatfield Plan and expansion into our boundary 
A final reminder that the next meeting of all the seven groups was at 7pm on 8th October at 
the Village Hall for about two hours. He encouraged council members to attend. 
 
1132 GREEN BELT REVIEW-COLNEY HEATH PARISH 
The District Council will publish their consultant’s findings in a report due on 4th October.  
Cllr Day had reported seeing a privileged copy to councillors just before this meeting. 
The whole report should be available on the St Albans & District Council Web Site and the 
pod cast after 4.10.2013 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
1133 ALLOTMENTS 
A brief report from the lead member Cllr Gowens in noting good crops from most holders, 
some minor problems with the padlock, now resolved. A question about plot no 1 with lack of 
cultivation and serious weed growth problem. Whilst the plot is let, Cllr Gowens questioning 
what is intention of the holder to turn it over. Parish office will send an e-mail. 
 
1134 ENVIRONMENT ISSUES 
This considered a management item, will be dropped next time. However, the recycling bins 
according to Cllr Brazier were in a messy state at the High Street recreation area The Clerk 
said he has past reported this to SADC and threatened to ask for remove all if not tidied up. 
Perhaps an SADC  notice might help. 
 
1135 TRANSFERS OF LOCAL ASSETS FROM SADC  
This was considered a management item and will be dropped next time.  
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1135a COMMON LAND & PUBLIC OPEN SPACES   
Previously dealt with in 1122-Other debate included using the old seat base near Coursers 
Road to put a new memorial seat or bench. For the time being only to purchase or have the 
one donated and put on a concrete base. Clerk to get Mr Paxton to cut back growth nearby. 
 
1136 FORMER BT TRIAL SITE 
No further reports available Clerk to look into-but this also considered administrative issue. 
 
137 PARISH REPORTS AVAILABLE  
Members wanted to save time on this, the Clerk explained only Ranger and Gardner is 
informative reports, Mr Paxton and Mr Bralant are time sheets. It was agreed to look at new 
ways of presentation in future. Cllr Nash reflected publication might compromise council in 
content of the reports from Mr Nash when it cited or indicated individual’s misdemeanours. 
 
1138 HIGH STREET RECREATION AREA 
The Clerk reported having attended the CHFC meeting on 16th September a copy of which is 
available. Also details about the insurance claim and meeting on site with the loss adjuster 
on 23rd September to progress the claim. The pipe in loft will need replacement after this 
claim is sorted out- to be replaced in plastic. Excess of £250 claim we have to pay will apply. 
Cllr Horner enquired about increasing pitch fees currently £78pcm in view of CHFC allowing 
others to use.  The Clerk said we have an ongoing option to increase the premises lease on 
or after each 5 years. The whole lease is subject to Landlord & Tenant agreements to 2021. 
Members to note the new landline telephone number of the club is 01-727-824325. 
 
1139 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
Mr Musk asked a question about a planning issue and raised matters connected with new 
facts emerging about the development at Oaklands College land.  
 
COMMUNITY 
1140 COMMUNITY BUS 
An unfortunate incident with Cllr Horner subjected to abuse from a resident about the bus 
stopping nearby when collecting an elderly person from Fellows Lane, the Chair Cllr Barnes 
was concerned and suggested any further incidents be reported to the police. Meanwhile the 
bus service continues with average six passengers, a new volunteer driver found as well. 
 
1141 VILLAGE HALL  
A report was received from Cllr Horner, requesting support from council if the management 
committee sought grants from organisations, the council agreed to help. He also advised the 
next management meeting was 12th November. 
 
1142 APPROVAL OF BUDGET FOR CHRISTMAS (OVER 65’s) BISCUITS  
The annual spend of £1000 under Sect 137 for Christmas Biscuits budget agreed (2013-14) 
and administered by the Deputy Clerk was resolved.    
Proposed by;-Cllr E Martin 
Seconded by;-Cllr K Barnes 
 
1143 TREASURE TOTS 
Lead member Cllr Horner gave his report informing members about the numbers of children 
is rising, but with leavers in July, our numbers are not full capacity. Staff organised a coffee 
morning in aid of Macmillan Nursing & raising £67.00 Council sent a message of well done  
 

1144 MEMBERS ATTENDING MEETINGS ON BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL 
With no specific comments other than district members attending regular meetings reported. 
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Cllr Gowens raised the matter of Police meetings now lost to new procedures originally the 
next scheduled meeting would have been in December. 
  

1145 HIGHFIELD PARK TRUST 
Cllr Barnes advised members to note the application in hand for a £40,000 grant towards an 
adventure play area. This had been identified by research in missing 10-15 ager groups in 
the overall play area profile. A request had been sent to CHPC for help towards the annual 
grant budget round due to be opened from 21st October to 22nd November. Other reports 
included the recent AGM on17th September and the apple day on 6th October with many 
varieties and juice available. Cllr Crump hoped that the Green Belt review soon out will avoid 
too much of Colney Heath areas and especially near Highfield Park. 
 

1146 PARISH & COUNCIL EVENTS 
The parish conference with Cllr Horner wishing to attend, the Clerk asked other members to 
respond to the parish office if they want to attend. Takes place Monday 2nd December.  
 

1147 PAPERS LISTED FOR MEMBERS ATTENTION 
Members noted on Appendix 2 
 

1148 CORRESPONDENCE 
An e-mail regarding members allowances received from SADC something that can be dealt 
with at the parish council budget meeting in December. 
To include a letter from Mr Mrs Falk about matters of what is considered as a high fence-is 
possibly allowable up to a certain height. Recommend a check with planning SADC 
 

1149 PARISH MATTERS OFFICE AND CHRONICLE 
With a deadline of first week in November Cllr Brazier agreed to do the next parish matters. 
The Clerk informed all parish clerks will be meeting with the CEO James Blake at SADC on 
Tuesday 15th October, several member comments were made. Please note Clerk and 
Deputy Clerk attending therefore office is closed that day. Community room is booked on a 
first aid course also on that day.  
 

1150 LEGAL MATTERS 
With little to report and recommending this is a management/administration matter until there 
is reason to report. Currently two ongoing issues are awaiting legal response and action to 
conclude the title papers. 
 

1151 MEMBERS QUESTIONS OR LATE MATTERS 
Cllr Horner spoke about the container suggesting if it cannot be fixed it be removed, the 
Clerk said he will contact a mobile welding firm for a quote as a matter of urgency. Adding 
we had been let down in getting it sorted out. The vicar had also tried to get it done as well. 
David Rodway sought permission from council for Charles Morris Hall Events Committee to 
get permission for holding the annual bonfire on the land owned by council 2nd November. 

The meeting closed at 9.56pm 

Signed John Dean Clerk to the Council 

Disclaimer-The Minutes are in draft- format until agreed and accepted at the next full council meeting. No facts or expression of 
matters here noted is considered final until the Chair signs the document. Our publication  of the minutes are in good faith for 
public information and not to be taken as a full statement of fact unless supported by evidence or documentation-No copies can 
be taken without the written permission of Chair or Clerk. No electronic scanning or transmission allowed other than by the 

office or produced on our web site. NOTE-Appendices that were already part of the agenda (are not repeated here) 

-Planning Appendix 1 In addition, Papers for member’s attention Appendix 2 available on request to the office 

 


