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Dec 2013 web –final edition as sent and approved/corrected in council-published 13.01.14 

5
th 

DECEMBER 2013 

MINUTES OF THE COLNEY HEATH FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 

VILLAGE HALL COMMUNITY ROOM HIGH STREET COLNEY HEATH AL4 ONS 

ON THURSDAY 5
th

 DECEMBER 2013 at 8.00pm 

 

Present:-Cllr R Solts Chair Cllr K Barnes-Vice Chair -Cllr D Horner-Cllr C Brazier –Cllr E Martin-

Cllr M Nash-Cllr J Day-Cllr D Crump. 

Clerk: Mr J E Dean 

Deputy Clerk-Mrs K Parker-Mead 

 

Project Manager; - Neighbourhood Plan -Jeff Lewis 

Public Attendance:    Mr D Becker-Mrs G Moody-Mr N Coyne-1 Park Corner AL4 0NJ 

County Councillor-Apologies from County Cllr D Gordon 

 
1188 APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Cllr Solts Chair opened the meeting welcoming all present, he added this evenings meeting 
would incorporate a Part II to debate the Budget and precept setting for 2014-15. Apologies 
received for County Cllr Dreda Gordon. Chair Cllr Solts said he was very sorry to have to 
announce the resignation of Cllr Christine Gowens, both he and the Clerk had spoken and 
asked her to reconsider, one of only two female members in the council. When asked for the 
reasons, Cllr Solts said the issue and failure to deliver the crossing at Highfield was amongst 
several put forward, and felt very let down after 7 years of trying to get a crossing agreed. 
Moreover, also the denial connected with missing s106 money past agreed for this project.   
The Council had also suggested deferring the matter of Electoral Review to January 2014, 
another subject the past member wanted aired and debated. Cllr Crump spoke adding he 
was very sorry at the departure suggesting a letter of thanks to Cllr Gowens from Council.  
 
1189 DECLARATIONS 
No declarations, Cllr Solts agreed to take any further declarations during the meeting the 
Clerk reminded all members that in the Part II regarding the precept and declarations over 
the precept setting which reflects in their individual council tax and personal interest. The 
matter will be raised again in Part II. Cllr Barnes made a declaration being a trustee of HPT. 
Cllr Horner declared being a neighbour to a nearby planning application here on the agenda.  
 
1190 APPROVAL OF MINUTES and PART II -7th NOVEMBER 2013 
Minutes were read through each page and subject to any typo or other changes as noted by 
the Clerk, the document subsequently approved as correct and resolved. 
Proposed; - Cllr D Horner  
Seconded; - Cllr K Barnes 
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1191 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
With no matters to report, the meeting approved the slight changes to the format and agreed 
November minutes could be taken out of draft copy & made available to public and web site. 
Members also raised issues over the degree of lateness of the winter and Christmas edition 
of Chronicle parish magazine normally out by first weekend in December, now passed by.  
The Clerk agreed to look into this in more detail with editor and check the publication dates.  
A reminder was given over the member’s requirement to select the highways priorities for 
the local highways budget (1196) for works in the “Colneys” Cty Cllr Gordon had requested. 
     
1192 THE PARISH WEB SITE 
Several issues were raised, including about the Green Belt review and informing the public 
generally of the SADC second report due out on 18th December. Especially the new housing 
numbers suggested. The request from Cllr Crump was also to put our past parish plan from 
2004 on the web site. The Clerk said he is trying to get a download on this from the author.  
 
1193 PARISH CONFERENCE 
Cllr Horner made a full report to members, adding that both the Clerk and Deputy Clerk had 
attended the conference as well. Cllr Horner said it was well supported, a good opportunity 
to speak and network other councillors and staff. SADC was in force with senior officers on 
planning and finance and education, the main themes this time. CHPC also had a mention 
regarding the new Neighbourhood Plan in the parish review at the start. In the exchange of 
questions, he disclosed our cost plan and budget of £30k to deliver the document over two 
years with a designated project manager. CHPC will also be aligning with the district plan. 
Cllr Horner added about our disappointment on the Longabout postponed for another year  
 
FINANCE 
1194 APPROVAL OF CHEQUES AND PAYMENTS DECEMBER 2013 
The Clerk presented a report to all members and explained the details to the meeting. It was 
resolved that payments listed all be accepted and agreed for December at £15,423.94 
Proposed by; - Cllr E Martin 
Seconded by Cllr J Day 
 

1195 OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS 
The Clerk reminded members this December meeting is reduced to allow the budget review 
to take place in a part II (following) to set the precept for 2014-15 year. The grant forms had 
been available from the office and any applications were to be in by noon 22nd November.  
 
BUDGET FOR CHRISTMAS (OVER 65’s) BISCUITS  
The Clerk reported the purchases arranged by Deputy Clerk, now here for members to take 
away and deliver, some additional drops now allocated afresh between the Highfield/Hill End 
members because of the very recent departure of Cllr Gowens after list had been drawn up.  
 
1196 HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
After a short debate, noting past unresolved highways matters of surfacing works had been 
criticised by a resident who recorded them. The council not wishing to leave this aside have 
agreed that Cllr Nash Cllr Solts & Clerk are to meet with County Cllr Gordon over the HLB 
proposals for special works within the £90k budget for the “Colneys”. The meeting will give 
the members suggestions put forward in the past debate be logically considered for the 
2014-15 highways budget at HCC. The Clerk said Highways Authority at a high level were 
going to respond to the complaints made by  Mr Mulroney separately after receiving a file 
forwarded in November. Evidence after his witnessing these works carried out in Highfield. 
The Clerk said that if this response comes in via the office, we would forward on to Cllr Solts. 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE 
1197 GENERAL PLANNING REPORT 
The report list of current planning issues in appendix 1 produced some comments during the 
debate made by members of the committee. Cllr Barnes raised a point fully supported by the 
Chair Cllr Solts to the meeting only to make those clear statements on planning relating to 
the facts laid before us. After consideration, the council agreed the draft of the planning 
comments as set out in the agenda green papers (annexe 1). In support, Cllr Solts asked for a 
vote of acceptance by a show of hands-it was unanimous & accept it to appear on web site   
Application 5/2013/2875 refers to the recent planning application for the development of 348 
new homes at Oaklands College. Then following, debated at length after a report of more 
fact and detail by Cllr Brazier as being a controversial scheme with strong local opposition 
past generated from a public meeting in October.  The possibility of CHPC also organising a 
public meeting part of an earlier suggestion made to the Clerk who had separately consulted 
with the Chair. This brought a decision by council against with little time available if we are to 
arrange & give out full public notice by council to set up or organise a date in January 2014. 
Contact already made with SADC as this was MDA (Major Development Application) and a 
consultation period of 13 weeks applied with the DC to decide this on 20th February 2014. 
The application has a prescribed timescale for response to an MDA consultation and longer 
13-week call in period. Following various ideas and exchanges in the debate the outcome 
conclusion there was not sufficient reason for CHPC to hold a public meeting plus the fact 
the development was really in the adjoining parish of Sandridge. Members also looked at 
and considered the cost and of finding a suitable venue adequate for presentation.  
The Clerk will contact the Clerk at Sandridge to see if they are to have any more public 
meetings, where we would be pleased to publicise here for information to our residents.  
The letter relating to our observations and comments on the application is to be drafted out 
and circulated subject to member’s approval prior to sending by 13th December 2014.  
The main issues of infrastructure and schooling are in fact what most residents see as key 
objections with the additional inevitable traffic and local congestion pressures as well.   
 
1198 CURRENT PINS APPEALS & PUBLIC INQUIRY LISTED or APPROVED 
The report in the agenda notes and PINS details were reviewed by council at the meeting.    
Public Inquiry at Civic offices 
Residential development 42 Oaklands Lane -Chester Nurseries-application –5/12/2831-now 
approved after PI report this week, the inspectors document is available at the parish office. 
Appeal now by lodged by applicant at-91 Tollgate Road Colney Heath-5/2013/1633 
 
1199 PLANNING APPLICATIONS-RECOMMENDATIONS & REFUSALS   
The report in the agenda council reviewed comments and the notes in the Appendix 1 were 
considered and approved as an advisory statement only by council, The Chair said the final 
decision is for the Planning Authority to approve or decline relative to all planning guidelines. 
Cllr Solts put the question to members that all the draft statements met with council approval 
in appendix 1, which again as in 1197 was agreed unanimously by show of hands. A brief 
debate followed on the revised Highfield Park Trust application 5/2013/1972 for change of 
use as detailed in appendix 1, Cllr Barnes declared an interest being a trust member. It was 
noted the council have support for this application (Retrospective). Cllr Horner did declare 
regarding an application 5/2013/2967 with a resident present in the meeting who lived 
opposite to Cllr Horner and had submitted a planning application. Council were also 
unopposed to the application 5/2013/2967 whist leaving any final PPG decisions to SADC 
 
1200 MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS TO NOTE IN AREA OR NEARBY PARISH BOUNDARY 
Cllr Brazier, member with the Planning South committee at district level, gave the meeting a 
brief overview on the progress or current situation on, or if there are, of the following;- 
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a) New Barnfield (Hatfield) Planning Inquiry-No changes a decision is expected which 
may involve Sect of State will come in 2014 

b) Welwyn & Hatfield Emerging Core Strategy A parish statement has been made  
c) Land at Radlett Aerodrome-Rail Freight Recent media reports debated, again the 

Secretary of State is involved with an announcement expected soon. 
d) Luton Airport No reports 
e) Football Stadium in Colney Heath No reports-all agreed, things had gone quiet 

 
1201 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
The Clerk reported having completed the detail as required by 15th November of payments 
to date against the CLG community grant that CHPC were awarded having spent £2,200 so 
far. Also reporting having agreed with the consultant Town Planning advisor DLA about the 
financial issues council were concerned about at the November meeting. 
Project Leader Jeff Lewis was invited to bring the council up to date on the progress of the 
plan so far, currently almost 90 people were taking part in seven groups. All had met and 
some several times. Further meetings are planned in December and so far, a report made of 
each meeting that has been published and circulated. The progress was outlined along with 
the plans going into the new-year. It was hoped that a skeletal draft format might be 
achieved by Easter or around the time of the AGM. If progress was delayed for any reason, 
ours or the District Council the Clerk mentioned it might be worth changing the date of the 
APM that has to be done by 31st May each parish year in order to present something. The 
Chair Cllr Solts said that council are impressed with the achievements so far and thanked 
Jeff Lewis for his persistent work in getting people participating in a forward thinking way.     
In conclusion, we are all waiting for the second GB review due in late December and other 
district plan announcements in due course. Jeff Lewis suggested that items 1201 and 1202 
are conjoined in that each relates in planning issues to the other and that 1202 should really 
be titled “The Housing Needs Survey” It was also coincidental that a CPRE document had 
arrived earlier pointing out the number and location of new homes proposed in Hertfordshire. 
 
1202 GREEN BELT REVIEW-St Albans DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Indicating this should also feature as part of the previous item where the District Council had 
published the part 1 report on 4th October the next is due around 19th December which will 
focus on the new homes to be delivered in St Albans over next 12-15 years. The effect on 
Colney Heath is unclear, however public concerns over potential loss of GB land is noted  
 
1203 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
Cllr Solts announced that in public questions normally 5 minutes is allowed but a topic will 
not be minuted unless it is a subject for council consideration in future or a further agenda 
topic at a forthcoming meeting and agreed by written application to the parish office.   
 
1204 PARISH REPORTS- AVAILABLE TO THE MEETING 
Noted  
 
ENVIRONMENT 
1205 OPEN SPACES & ENVIRONMENT ALLOTMENTS and BUILDINGS  
Having resigned Cllr Gowens report was given this time by the Clerk, advising that all plots 
have been cultivated except one. Cllr Brazier questioned and wanted to know who will take 
over as new lead member on the allotments working group. (For now parish office will do)  
 
1206 ENVIRONMENT ISSUES 
No specific reports other than two fly tip incidents to the office from Cllr Day about waste 
dumped in Barley Mow Lane and since forwarded to the District Council Client Services. 
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1207 COMMON LAND & PUBLIC OPEN SPACES   
The Clerk reported having two meetings in November with CMS, which on one occasion the 
contractor missed due to traffic problems. The most recent on 27TH November the matters 
concerning the £16000.00 works on Furze Field to rid the land of evasive hawthorn scrub.  
The chosen contractor by the committee was Arborcare Ltd, based on providing methods 
based on mostly manual tasks to eradicate the scrub. Arborcare Ltd is requested to provide 
a method statement insurance and HSWA to the parish office before starting.  
The Clerk informed members it was recommended by CMS works are delayed later in spring 
up until 1st March when the ground is more solid. The contractor will be setting up a base just 
inside the field gate and suggests works will last up to 3 weeks. 
Other matters concerning public safety and clear instructions and control were assured; the 
work is mostly with brush-cutters or handwork. We are advised all risings will be removed 
along with scrub and waste by trailer to be dealt with under appropriate waste regulations 
DEFRA Natural England are contra-paying CHPC for this with an exceptional grant whilst 
CHPC will be procuring the job, this was made clear to contractor and CMS. The Clerk has 
signed the necessary papers for Natural England on the grant allocation. Our parish year 
budget will be exceeded due to the exceptional payment that we will be reclaiming back after 
March 2014. At a date before starting, Mr Nash and Mark Carter CMS will identify and 
pinpoint the more unique and rare fauna intended to be clearly marked to save from potential 
damage in the process of any works. (A method to do this has been worked out). The Clerk 
also reported the Commons Ranger had identified up to 60 trees that will require varying 
types of attention in due course, damaged after the recent high winds. Further, in response 
to a member question rough cost estimates could rack up to about £100 per tree. 
Facts also noted were that no grants are readily available for this kind of operation. 
 
1208 FORMER BT TRIAL SITE 
No further reports this time discussion continuing with the Agents and District Council. 
 
1209 HIGH STREET RECREATION AREA & PAVILION  
With claim now settled and works to carry out repairs are expected to be complete by the 
Christmas holiday, the work is incorporating the repairs to the loft tank and replace pipework. 
However, the mains water pipe had burst and leaked on to the floor in the boiler house in the 
building where it enters from the soil, this building is leased by CHFC and repairs have since 
been instructed at a cost to CHPC. The building twice-yearly Fire alarm servicing had also 
been recently done with the cost back to CHPC as the proprietor of the building. 
 
COMMUNITY 
1210 COMMUNITY BUS 
As reported last time the parish office has contacted the passenger transport unit at HCC 
about the new regulations from next April regarding driving licences, who can qualify and the 
details from the unit passed on the Cllr Horner. Cllr Horner reported passenger numbers 
remain about the same of about 6-8 persons on a weekly basis.    
 
1211 VILLAGE HALL  
A report from Cllr Horner from the recent V/Hall committee meeting held on 12th November, 
a copy of which is available to council members.  
 
1212 TREASURE TOTS 
Cllr Horner gave his report informing members about the end of term date is 6th December 
and resumes 7th January 2014. He added we will be losing 13 children and at the start of 
next term, indicating we will have fewer children so pressure is on the manager to adjust the 
staff time within the required ratios. With the letter sent by JMI over intake changes, they 
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have since decided at the November Governors meeting not to change their nursery age 
intake for a further year realising the importance of T/Tots part in the community. We are to 
all meet in January 2014 to look into various aspects of the options within the educational 
options in the system that could lead to changes, which may affect our core HCC funding. 
 
1213 HIGHFIELD PARK TRUST 
Cllr Barnes gave a brief report and spoke about the Biffa application for a new play area. 
After recently attending a St Albans History Society meeting, he had learned a great deal of 
facts about the past use of the open space and origins of the trust after taking over the park.  
 
1214 INFORMATION & PARISH REPORTS AVAILABLE IN APPENDIX 2 
Members had noted the reports, none of which led to further issues. 
 

1215 MEMBERS ATTENDING MEETINGS ON BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL 
With no specific comments other than district members attending regular meetings reported. 
 
1216 PARISH & COUNCIL EVENTS 
Cllr Horner mentioned the OAP Christmas Lunch on 13th December with 60 guests 
 
1217 CORRESPONDENCE 
All e-mails and incoming business is circulated in the system and are sent on to members 
other larger or less important is in the monthly post out to each member sent prior to the full 
council meetings. More important and immediate documents are scanned and sent round to 
members unless considered management issues. Letter from new owners of land at 
Malcom’s Pond-we have long lease which was overlooked in land sale this year. Clerk 
dealing with legal matters to re-register our interest, which is not currently on LR. Essential 
we continue the lease but there will be legal costs to complete. E-mail via Cllr Solts from Mr 
P Cook of 20 Maslen Road regarding past details of application 
 

1218 PARISH MATTERS OFFICE AND CHRONICLE 
Members raised disappointment at the winter edition being late, and not being able to do the 
circulation at the same time as the biscuits matter past dealt with see item 1191. The Clerk 
wanted members to note the office closure over the holiday, from noon on Friday 20th 
December to 9am Tuesday 7th January 2014. Staff are volunteering to interrupt their break 
for a short while on two particular Monday mornings to deal with the incoming planning 
applications and post. All other business unless urgent will be left until January re-opening.       
 
 

1219 MEMBERS QUESTIONS OR LATE MATTERS 
No report 
 
At this point, a part II was called and this part of the meeting was closed at 9.50pm  

John Dean Clerk to the Council 

 

Disclaimer-The Minutes are draft- format until agreed and voted- as FINAL at next full parish council meeting. No facts or 
expression of matters here in any way so noted is considered agreed until the Chair signs the document. Our publication of the 
minutes are in good faith for public information and should not be taken as a full statement of fact unless properly supported by 
evidence or documentation-No copies can be taken without the written permission of Chair or Clerk. No electronic scanning or 
transmission allowed other than by the office or produced on our web site. NOTE-Appendices that were already part of the 
agenda (are not repeated here) -Planning Appendix 1 In addition, Papers for member’s attention Appendix 2 available on 
request to the office as separate documents. 


