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MINUTES OF THE COLNEY HEATH FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 

COMMUNITY ROOM VILLAGE HALL 83 HIGH STREET COLNEY HEATH AL4 0NS 

ON THURSDAY 6
th

 NOVEMBER  2014 at 7.45pm  

 

Present:-Cllr K Barnes Chair M Nash-Vice Chair-Cllr D Crump-*Cllr C Brazier-Cllr R Solts   

    Cllr P Cook-*Cllr J Day-Cllr D Horner. Note-Currently in Council there is one new member Vacancy 

*(District Council  members also)  

Clerk: Mr J E Dean-Present at meeting 

Deputy Clerk- Mrs K Parker-Mead-Present at meeting 

County Members attending;- 

Public Attendance:    Mr Mike Rawlins & Ms Gill Moody 

 
1520 APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Cllr K Barnes Chair opened the November meeting welcoming all members and public. New 
Councillor Peter Cook to his seat at the meeting and signed the declaration of office. 
Apologies accepted from District Cllr D Gordon. Apologies also received from Jeff Lewis 
Project Manager Neighbourhood Plans. It was agreed for Cllr Crump will place the RBL 
Wreath on behalf of the parish at St Marks Remembrance Service on 9th November. 
 
1521 DECLARATIONS 
No declarations were made but with an opportunity to members during the meeting. 
 
1522 APPROVAL MINUTES FULL COUNCIL MEETING 2nd OCTOBER  2014 
Minutes were read by page and were accepted, the document was subsequently approved 
as correct and resolved. 
Proposed; - Cllr R Solts 
Seconded; -Cllr C Brazier  
 
1523 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
Cllr Day queried if he had attendance recorded at the October meeting, the Clerk will check. 
 
1524 THE PARISH WEB SITE 
Members had nothing to add, updates dealt with by the office as required. Content on the 
Neighbourhood Plan was on the web site and regularly updated. Twitter feed is also used.  
 
1525 ELECTORAL REVIEW OF HERTFORDSHIRE 
Members had an extensive debate and considered the report showing changes to some 
wards the purpose of which was to even and balance the electorate in each constituency. 
A key factor was to retain 9 council members however there may be changes to the split of 
member representatives in each of the three wards. It was resolved to send a letter to the 
Boundary Commission consultation setting out our concerns. The letter will be published on 
the parish web site for all to see 
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FINANCE 
1526 APPROVAL OF CHEQUES AND PAYMENTS NOVEMBER 2014 
The Clerk presented a report to members and explained the details to the meeting. The 
Cheques this month amounted to £19,868.91including large sums to insurance audit and 
biscuits, CMH and legal fees for purchase of land. .  
Proposed by; - Cllr C Brazier 
Seconded by; - Cllr D Crump 
 
1527 OTHER FINANCIAL REPORTS PARISH INSURANCE RENEWAL 
The Clerk advised members the insurance due on 14th of this month and the insurers are 
offering advantageous deals on long-term loyalty based on 3-5 year terms. After a brief 
debate, it was resolved to go for a five-year term making savings of about £300 per annum. 
Cllr Solts examined the schedule and suggested we made clarification with the insurers over 
the cover not specifically itemised on the document. The Clerk to contact Zurich about the  
Indemnity An invoice to be sent to village hall committee for their contribution in due course. 
Proposed by; - Cllr R Solts  
Seconded by; - Cllr J Day 
 
1528 AUDIT REPORT 2013-14 
The Clerk presented the report to the members who noted the recommendations and noted 
the details for improvements we have to make for next year. Members resolved the actions. 
Proposed by; - Cllr D Horner  
Seconded by; - Cllr M Nash 
 
1529 VACANCY FOR COUNCIL MEMBER CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER 
The new member Cllr Cook of 20 Maslen Road has taken his seat.  
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
1530 GENERAL PLANNING REPORT 
Cllr Nash reported to the meeting adding many applications are regarding advertising 
hoardings going through just now. The debate continued with the listed applications. 
 
1531 PLANNING LISTS APPLICATIONS-RECOMMENDATIONS & REFUSALS 
Contents of the planning list presented were noted. 
 
1532 APPLICATION 5/2014/2490 ELECTRICITY GENERATING PLANT FROM GAS FOR 
8, GAS FUELLED ENGINES (REAR OF RYECROFT COURT) 
The application now withdrawn, whilst members noted it was voiced, no doubt, it will return 
 
1533 CURRENT PINS APPEALS & PUBLIC INQUIRY LISTED 
Reports noted. 
 
1534 DRAFT STRATEGY-ST ALBANS LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION 
The Clerk reminded members of the deadline of 23rd November for our response, Cllr Nash 
wanted to call a council meeting but not until after the exhibition on 10th November here and 
the public meeting on 18th November had taken place. This would leave things very tight for 
the response. Cllr Nash in requesting a planning advisory committee meeting to take place, 
upon which the Clerk agreed to find a suitable date after the final processes had taken place.   
 
1535 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Member of the group Mike Rawlins was invited to give a report on the results of the parish 
wide survey in June. He presented two excellent reports with data and charts examining the 
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feedback in an easy read and comprehensive format. Members were impressed with the 
document the copyright of which Mr Rawlins had made over to the parish council.   
Cllr Solts said the quality, content of the reports was extremely professional, and a vote of 
thanks from the council was passed to Mr Rawlins. It was agreed to put the documents on 
the web site and make a quantity of hard copy available to others not able to download.  
Several other matters were raised in the report that council agreed to pay further attention, 
football goals left out in the recreation area, tennis court is available and underused, mobile 
library visits published, low response at 6% from Highfield residents to the survey-must be 
improved. Finally recent thefts of tack and kit were reported from a local riding school. 
 
1536 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
There were no public questions  
 
1537 PARISH REPORTS AVAILABLE  
Copies of the parish Gardner reports at available at meeting Parish Warden and Ranger.   
 
1538 HIGHWAYS GENERAL REPORT 
Topical is the damage to Smallford Railway Bridge after an accident with one way TL in 
operation causing traffic congestion at peak times. Cllrs Gordon and Brazier are chasing 
highways to get it repaired whilst looking at warning signage to alert overweight vehicles 
ahead of attempting to drive over. The bridge will require structural assessment the footpath 
has been closed at Alban Way since the accident. A report following a car accident mounting 
the pavement and colliding with another at Wistlea Crescent has suggested Highways 
require an examination into the approach and width of the safety build outs and kerbing.  
Cllr Brazier is calling for an urgent highways solution to be worked out with possible use of 
“grasscrete” Cllr Gordon is also aware of the incident and taking up with highways.  
Two urgent matters, the need council still need to decide the requirements for the 2015-16 
HLB-(Highways Locality Budget) it is being called for now. I must be in soon HCC budgets. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
1539 OPEN SPACES & ENVIRONMENT ALLOTMENTS and BUILDINGS  
Again not fully debated the Clerk will be asking for a small grant budget December meeting 
to clear bramble and cultivate unused or vacant plots in the winter. One plot is still available.  
 
1540 COMMON LAND RECREATION LAND & PUBLIC OPEN SPACES   
The consultation on the football club regarding modifications wanted for next season and the 
consultation in the Chronicle has had mixed responses. The council in debate indicated that 
their decisions would have to be considered further. It was suggested by quite a number of 
the council members that the public needed to hear more about this proposal and council 
debate time was against a decision by March 2015 looking optimistic. From a council point of 
view, plans and grant application for the play area are not started or would be finalised by 
that time. The change of site and possible new or replacement equipment to another area 
was crucial. Members requested sight of the 2006/7 21 year lease, the Clerk has called D.O. 
for an electronic copy if possible. This can be sent round to all members in due course. 
The container stored on the area next to the pavilion has been the subject of an enforcement 
action by SADC and has reached the stage of time limitation. The planning application is not 
the responsibility of the parish council. In order to avoid enforcement action and potential 
fine CHFC need to do something about the application very soon. The land is within the GB 
designation for Colney Heath and the site subject to higher planning rulings. Club are aware. 
Cllr Brazier is in touch with the enforcement officer to find a negotiation pathway. The club 
claim it has been there several years and over 4 years. Some proof of this will be required. 
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1541 HIGHFIELD PARK TRUST 
Trust member Cllr K Barnes spoke about the apple day was this coming weekend 4th 5th 
October; it remains a popular event to be able to buy varieties of apples and juices. 
 
COMMUNITY REPORTS 
1542 COMMUNITY BUS 
Cllr Horner reported that the bus had been out of action last week and drivers used their cars 
for which we gave an allowance to cover fuel to the volunteers.  
 
1543 VILLAGE HALL  
With Cllr Horner, the management committee is considering the possible installation of solar 
panels on the roof. The Christmas biscuits are being stored there, we were requested to 
move them out for a hire of the room. This is very inconvenient and council suggested we 
should not, also the deputy Clerk contacted the hirer who readily agree they will not give and 
problem to remain. Cllr Solts was very forthright in his response to the suggestion.  
 
1544 TREASURE TOTS 
Cllr Horner gave a brief overview of the progress adding we are waiting to meet with the JMI 
Governors to see what the intake plans hold for the future. We may then face a more drastic 
reduction in attendance figures if the JMI decide to start children at age three into nursery.   
We have had to say goodbye to a long serving member of staff who has left us for pastures 
new, the council and staff wish her well in her new beginnings and the future. 
    
1545 CHRISTMAS BISCUITS 
The Deputy Clerk advised the goods had been purchased and that members should make 
sure attending the next meeting with transport to take their delivery allocation as the lists will 
all be ready for distribution. New Cllr P Cook very kindly offered to help with Highfield. 
 
ADMINISTRATION-INFORMATION-CORRESPONDENCE-& REPORTING 
 
1546 INFORMATION & PARISH REPORTS AVAILABLE IN APPENDIX 2 
Members had noted the reports, none of which has any further issues. 
 
1547 MEMBERS ATTENDING MEETINGS ON BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL  
Cllr Horner gave a report on the recent Association of Town and Parish Councils we hosted 
here on 21st October, extensive debate was about the SADC Draft Strategy Plan and their 
Clerk will send round a copy of the minutes after publication. One further point put across 
was the situation of the Longabout being put back, the Chair after a brief debate did offer to 
send a letter to the highways authorities to explain their reasons for such a delay.   

1548 CORRESPONDENCE 
Members made aware of any incoming correspondence in the agenda list and there was no 
further debate or reports to add.  

1549 PARISH MATTERS OFFICE AND CHRONICLE 

Cllr Barnes has agreed to do parish matters; it is required by 26th November if the magazine 

is to be out by the suggested deadline of weekending 5th December. The Clerk is meeting 

with the editor on 12th November, parish accounts will be published now we have final audit 

approval. We will be drawing attention to the parish consultation survey produced by the 

neighbourhood plan groups. Other content will be discussed at the editor meeting. 
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1550 MEMBERS QUESTIONS OR LATE MATTERS 

The Clerk reported ordering a memorial seat for a benefactor on the common, he is in touch 
with the family who intend to pay and grant the seat to CHPC. One further similar seat has 
also been ordered following the request earlier this year from Barnet Ramblers. A decision 
on the best locations will follow or open to members suggestions to the office please. 
 
1551 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next full council meeting takes place at 7.45pm Thursday 4th December at the Village 

Hall Community Room, the Clerk reminded we would be looking at our budgets for 2015-16 

with a view to setting the precept for that period. The details of the exceptional govt grant 

should be clarified by then. Our financial commitment towards the highways proposed 

Toucan Crossing in Highfield where highways are seeking a substantial parish donation.. 

Finally, the Chair thanked everyone for attending. 

The meeting closed at-22.00hrs 

 

John Dean  

 

Clerk to the Council 

Note-Planning listing is not included in the minutes-please refer to the appendix list 

 

Disclaimer-The Minutes are in draft- format until agreed and accepted at the next full council meeting. No facts or expression 
matters here in any way so noted considered final until the Chair signs the document. Our publication of the minutes are in 
good faith for public information and should not be taken as a full statement of fact unless properly supported by evidence or 
documentation-No copies can be taken without the written permission of Chair or Clerk. No electronic scanning or transmission 
allowed other than by the office or produced on our web site. NOTE-Appendices that were already part of the agenda (are not 
repeated here) -Planning Appendix 1 In addition, Papers for member’s attention Appendix 2 available on request to the office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


