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Local Government
Boundary
Commission
Electoral Review
Following the Parish Council’s
submission in April 2020, the
Boundary Commission agreed
with the submitted view that there
should be:
• a single Colney Heath member
District Council Ward;
• the urban element of the Parish
to be part of a St Albans Ward
which will be included in a new
District Council Ward named
Hill End;
• an Rural/Urban split of 9
Councillors 4/5 respectively
From May 2022 the 9 Parish
Councillors will be in the following
Wards :
Colney Heath Ward - 3 (includes
Smallford & Sleapshyde);
Tyttenhanger - 1;
Highfield - 3 (the two former
hospital sites to an eastern
boundary of Hixberry Lane) ;
Alban Park - 2 (north of the
Alban Way)

Environmental Update
It was lovely to see the cattle arrive
on Parish land from Willows Farm
earlier this year and thrive during the
summer months, producing 3 calves.
The many photos shared show how
much interest they attracted and with
passports for the newborns issued,
they have left. We look forward to their
return in 2021.
The Common Ranger continues to
monitor the trees on the Common and
suggests which ones need pollarding
or removal in the case of diseased
or dying trees. If any resident notices
an issue which they think requires
attention, please contact the Clerk who
will liaise with the Ranger.
Residents may have noticed that
the coal posts around Colney Heath
village, which marked London’s
customs boundary, have received
specialist restoration and painting,
necessary as they are listed historic
items.
The survey on the Common,
carried out in the summer, was very
useful and we hope that residents will
continue to partake in future surveys.
The Common survey highlighted

the concerns that some residents
have with regard to the number of
non-local/professional dog walkers
and in particular the number of dogs
being walked by a single walker. Dog
Control Orders were converted into
Public Spaces Protection Orders from
October 2017 but unfortunately PSPOs
cannot be made by a parish council.
Therefore, the Environment Committee
has asked the Clerk to approach the
relevant authority, which in this case is
St Alban’s District Council, to ascertain
whether it would be possible to put a
PSPO in place.
The Parish Council has recently
installed four interpretation boards

around the Common, located at
those entrances to the area which we
think receive the most visitors. These
boards provide a map of the Common
with some historical, flora and fauna
details which we hope will inform and
educate. From inception to completion
this project has taken many months
to achieve but thanks must be given
especially to past Councillors who
started the project and to present
Parish Council staff and the Common
Ranger for help with the design and
installation.
The pond at Sleapshyde recently
received some much-needed
maintenance work to tidy up the
area and we would encourage local

residents to visit and any suggestions
for improvements are always welcome.
We hope to install a sign shortly to
advertise the pond for visitors.
As Councillors we are always
interested to receive comments and
suggestions from parishioners. I had a
conversation with a resident of Colney
Heath who expressed an interest as to
whether an additional bridge could be
erected over the River Colne towards
the middle of the Common to provide
an additional means of crossing the
water. I promised that I would raise his
query at Council and did so at a recent
Committee meeting. Unfortunately, I
was informed that such a bridge would
involve concrete footings which would

Coal Tax Posts

of the posts have been redecorated
and restored to good condition.
The coal tax posts, mostly
dating from the 1860s, form a ring
approximately twenty miles from the
centre of London and mark the point
at which coal coming into London
became liable for tax. They were
made of cast-iron by Henry Grissell at
the Regent’s Canal Ironworks, Hoxton.

There are four coal tax posts in
Colney Heath – two on the Common
and two alongside Coursers Road.
Over the years these had fallen into a
poor state of repair but now, thanks
to a generous offer from The City of
London Corporation to carry out the
restoration work free of charge, three

The photos show the coal posts at the High Street end of the Common and by
the pub on Coursers Road before and after the restoration work

not be in keeping with the protection
of the Nature Reserve at Colney
Heath Common. I did not take the
contact details for the resident
but hope he will read this and be
reassured that I did raise his issue.
There has been some discussion
during the past months in respect
of the number and locations of dog
waste bins throughout the Parish but
particularly in the village of Colney
Heath. As I a result I requested a map
of all dog waste and litter bins and
more interesting some data from the
waste collectors into usage. There
is a list of the bins locations on the
Colney Heath Parish Council website
under Council - Council Assets and
Amenities. The usage appears evenly
spread throughout the bins and as
such we decided that we cannot
justify the relocation of any bin at
the moment. For those, however,
who would like an additional bin at
the very end of Church Lane, this
area does not come under Colney
Heath Parish Council, but under
Ridge Parish Council and any request
should be made to that Parish
directly. For those who would like an
additional bin on that part of Bullens
Green Lane which comes under
North Mymms Parish Council our
Clerk will pass on your request to the
Clerk at North Mymms with whom
she has contact.
Cllr Kate Slaughter
The use of a special coal tax
to finance reconstruction and
metropolitan improvements in London
has a long history, dating back to the
reconstruction of the City after the
Great Fire of 1666, extending through
to the end of the nineteenth century.
Because of the huge volumes of
coal consumed by Londoners, the
revenue was substantial and some
of the most ambitious infrastructure
developments were financed by
special levies, including the new St
Paul’s Cathedral, London Bridge,
Holborn Viaduct and the Thames
Embankment.
As is so often the case with
indirect taxes, the coal levy was
somewhat unpopular. In 1889 the
Metropolitan Board of Works was
replaced by the elected London
County Council and in the following
year the Council declined to renew
the coal duties and the tax was never
reemployed.

Recent Projects
Noticeboards
A new parish noticeboard was
installed next to the new bus shelter
on Hill End Lane in Highfield Ward
in November 2020. The other
new boards are on Colney Heath
Lane at the junction with Firwood
Avenue in Hill End and on the
Common, High Street in Colney
Heath. A Noticeboard Usage Policy
is available on the Parish Council
website.
Salt Bin
A large salt bin has been installed
on the vehicle accessway to the
Charles Morris playing field in
Tyttenhanger Green.

Elections -

Thursday 6 May 2021
Make sure you’re registered
to vote. Hertfordshire County
Council elections and Police and
Crime Commissioner elections are
scheduled to take place on Thursday
6 May 2021. District Council
elections will take place throughout
the district except in Colney Heath
ward and Sandridge ward. There will
also be a Parish Council by-election
in the Colney Heath ward of Colney
Heath Parish Council.

Would you like to
advertise your business or
event in future editions of
the Colney Heath Parish
newsletter?

Coming Soon …
Fairy Door Trail
Coming in Spring 2021, a fairy door
trail on Colney Heath Common. An
information sheet and map will be
available soon.
Tree Planting initiative
Coming later in 2021 … look out for
details of how you can get involved.

Residents are reminded to make
sure they’re registered to vote. You
must be on the electoral register in
order to vote so if you’ve recently
moved it’s important that you
register again at your new address.
Registering to vote is straightforward
and can be done online at www.gov.
uk/register-to-vote. Alternatively, call
the Electoral Services Team on 01727
819294 for a paper application form.
If you can’t make it to the polling

The newsletter is to be published
three times a year, with a
circulation to approximately
2,500 households across the
three Wards of the Parish. Costs
are £25+VAT for a quarter page,
£50+VAT for a half page and
£100+ VAT for a full page advert.
Full details of the advertising
rates and policy can be found on
the Parish Council website or call
the office on 01727 825314.

station on polling day, you can apply
now to vote by post or appoint
a proxy to vote on your behalf.
Postal and proxy vote application
forms are available from www.
electoralcommission.org.uk/iam-a/voter or by calling the Electoral
Services Team on 01727 819294.
For further information on
registration and voting please visit
www.stalbans.gov.uk/voting-andelections.

Councillor Biographies
COLNEY HEATH
WARD
Councillor
Judy Mulroney
I am Judy
Mulroney,
the “mature”
member of
Colney Heath
Parish Council,
enabling me
to utilise my
extensive
working life experiences and many
voluntary roles I have undertaken in
whatever part of England I have lived.
These include setting up a unique
exhibition of alternative sources of
energy, several training schemes
for teenagers and young adults in
rural areas and sitting on the Parole
Board. I have also been, for several
years, actively involved in obtaining
European funding for local Authorities
and businesses.
Since settling in Highfield 21
years ago, I have been able to enjoy
together with my grandchildren the
surrounding villages, play parks, park
land and countryside. Consequently
some 2 years ago, I decided I would
like to be more involved in the local
community and took the opportunity
to become a member of the Parish
Council with particular interest in the
environment and planning groups. I
have a keen interest in the protection
of the villages and communities of
Colney Heath, Sleapshyde, Smallford,
Hill End, Tyttenhanger and Highfield
from over-development, destruction of
our environment whilst strengthening
our community spirit.
Councillor
Kate Slaughter
I have lived in
Colney Heath
for over 18
years and have
served on the
Parish Council
since 2019. I
am currently
Vice Chairman
of the Council and Chairman of the
Environment Committee. I have two

daughters who both attended Colney
Heath JMI School. I spent 15 years
working in the City in the financial
sector working for US Investment
banks. Taking a break to bring up my
children I gained a Law degree with
the OU and completed the 2-year
Legal Practice Course at the College
of Law, Herts University.
I wanted to join the Parish Council
because I was keen to be a Councillor
who engages with the community. I
initiated the Ward Surgeries (currently
held on Zoom) because I really want
to hear about the specific issues
which concern residents, and I would
encourage more residents to join the
meetings. I used to live in London but
since moving to the village I have been
able to appreciate the benefits of living
in a more rural area. My main interests
are gardening and genealogy.
Councillor
Natalie West
I moved into
the village for
16 years ago
with my family,
my children
have attended
or attend the
village school.
I work as a
teaching assistant locally, I have
successfully opened and run the
Breakfast Club and After School
Club at school. I also do admin for a
successful swim school termly.
I have had a few different voluntary
roles, one as the chair of the parent
teacher association at the local
school. I have been a member of
Girlguiding Uk since I was 7 years old
as a Brownie. I have been I Leader
since I was 18 years old and I have
been a district commissioner for 4
years. I have given many hundreds
of hours and still very much enjoy my
role, empowering the next generation
of young independent women.
I am dyslexic but it is a gift, it is
a gift to be able to see things from
lots of different points of view all at
once. Dyslexia is much more than just
having difficultly reading and writing,
I see the world completely different
way, I am intelligent, highly creative, I
think in pictures not words, I’m good

at reading people, and I have a great
people skills, intelligent and intuitive
with a vivid imagination. I will always
have dyslexia and I am proud to.
I joined the parish council to bring
more community events to the parish,
bringing the community together,
through different events. Hosting
street parties for special events,
film screening in the park or school,
swap shops, village days, fun days,
children’s parties, family events setting
up drop in sessions with the CPO,
citizens advice and local charities,
where local people can drop in and
have a chat and ask questions. I liked
the parish council to be accessible
to everyone, thinking about different
needs of the community, Large print,
braille, audio.

HIGHFIELD WARD
Councillor
Kevin Barnes
I have lived in
Highfield for
over 20 years,
since the Hill
End Hospital
development
was built, we
chose our
current house
because it is situated next to Highfield
Park, having previously lived in the
countryside in Bedfordshire. On a
personal level, by profession I am
an Industrial Chemist and currently
working as a fuels consultant in the oil
industry.
I have been a non-political Colney
Heath Parish Councillor for about 12
years, originally co-opted and then
subsequently re-elected / co-opted in
2015 and 2019, becoming a Councillor
as I was concerned about increasing
development starting to infill between
local towns and villages, together with
the resultant loss of our open spaces
and woodlands. In the past I have
been Chair where I insisted that there
was better transparency and openness
and conveyed more commercial
processes and practices.
Similarly, I became and remain, a
Trustee of Highfield Park, an absolute
jewel, in the middle of the Highfield

ward, which I use and enjoy walking
my dog on a daily basis throughout
the year.
I am still worried about the loss
of open spaces but am pleased to
hear that the Housing Secretary had
abandoned a formula that would have
dramatically increased housebuilding
in the Green Belt, however we need to
check the detail and perhaps amend
our draft Local Plan.
Councillor
Peter Cook
I have lived
in Highfield
for over 20
years and took
a personal
interest in the
Local Plan from
early 2013 to
ensure that
where I live was represented as it
appeared that was not always the
case.
In November 2014 I was co-opted
as a non-political Councillor after a
personal protracted planning saga
where it appeared processes and local
policies were not always followed or
at all and I was then subsequently
re-elected in 2015 and 2019. For 4
years of this, I have held the position
of Chair of Council.
I work as an interim contractor in
local government mainly on a wide
range of property matters and I use
that experience to the benefit of Parish
residents where I can.
As I have an interest in planning
matters, I currently chair the Planning
Committee and Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group which regularly ask
questions on behalf of the Parish and
others at St Albans Planning Policy
Committee, Cabinet and Council.
Councillor
Russell Solts
I have lived
in Highfield
since 1999
and have been
representing
Highfield Ward
as a nonpolitical Cllr
since 2012.

when I grasped the opportunity to
give my community something back.
What I did not realise at the time, was
how NIMBY things were. I was reelected to continue what I started in
2015 and 2019.
Since the outset, I have
championed that Council had to
be more open, transparent and
accountable; that took a long time
and came with its challenges, like
dealing with ultra-virus activities and
an ongoing fidelity claim.
Over the years I have been Vice
Chair, and Chair of Council. Currently
I am Chair of HR and Finance &
Governance which keeps me very
busy. I’m here for those who I
represent to ensure that “our” precept
is fairly and proportionally spent
across the Parish.
In my personal life I am a
Director of two Herefordshire based
companies and have been a Board
Director of a £60m Trade Association.
Councillor
Chris Brazier
I have lived in
Colney Heath
for 40 years.
I am married
to Hilary and
have 3 boys
(now married
with children).
We moved
to Colney Heath from London
Colney and all 3 sons went to local
schools. Before retiring from work I
had a successful career in the film
industry working on films such as
Ryan’s Daughter, The Omen, The
Man with the Golden Gun and many
Commercials with Ridley Scott & Alan
Parker. I also worked on productions
for the BBC and Thames Television.
I was a Parish Councillor for 20
years as well as a District Councillor.
I then took a break from the Parish
Council to become a County
Councillor in 2009. I then rejoined
the Parish Council in 2019. I was a
School Governor at CHJMI. I work
with the parents of CHJMI to get
Secondary School places in St Albans
Schools and not Hatfield to which we
have no links. I support the residents
in Colney Heath Ward through

the planning process, speaking
out against over development in
Tyttenhanger, Smallford, Colney
Heath and Highfield. With the
other Parish Cllrs we are currently
campaigning against the proposed for
6,000 houses in Hertsmere which will
border our Parish.
I am committed to protecting
the Green Belt and I am committed
to continuing to campaign for
improvements to the infrastructure
in the Ward, for example doctor’s
surgery, shops, play areas and
transport particularly for the young
and elderly.

HILL END WARD
Councillor
Hilary Brazier
I have lived in
the Parish for
40 years having
previously
lived in London
Colney for
seven years.
I am married
to Chris
and we have three children and 8
grandchildren. I love being with the
grandchildren and am fortunate
enough to be called upon to look after
them at regular intervals. Its rather like
having a second childhood.
I enjoy being a Parish Councillor
and meeting the residents of my
ward. I am a very keen gardener
having been the Parish Gardener for
over 20 years. I have a large garden
and was going to landscape it when
my children left home. Now it is
being enjoyed by the grandchildren
so making my ‘Sissinghurst White
Garden’ is now on hold. I also enjoy
riding my bike and during lockdown
have explored the footpaths around
Colney Heath. I love holidaying in
north Devon and Cornwall as I enjoy
the sea and rock pooling (you do not
necessarily need children for this
activity!).
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sons Walter (6), Arthur (3) and James
(1). In 1871 James is listed as an
agricultural labourer and wife Eliza is a
hat maker living with Fanny (11) John
(9), Lizzie (6) and Sarah (2). The 1861
census records James (20) and Eliza
(20) living with Fanny age 1.
The reason I know which family
lived in which cottage was thanks to
a fellow Parish resident who kindly
provided me with a copy of a sale by
auction of properties in September
1945 which took place at The Peahen
Hotel, St Albans. Annie Elizabeth
Pugh, of Butterwick Farm, St Albans,
had died a widower in 1944. Richard
Weaver purchased both Pre Cottage
and Balvicar Cottage for £725 from
Mrs Pugh’s personal representatives.
Pre Cottage was listed with 4 rooms
and occupied by Mrs Allen who was
paying 12s 8d per week. Balvicar had
just 3 rooms and was advertised as
vacant on possession.
Cllr Kate Slaughter
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Solomon and Jane were living with
Lizzie (11), Joseph (9), Henry (6) and
Sarah (3) and in 1871 Solomon and
Jane were living with just Lizzie (1).
Solomon was a bricklayer and Jane a
hat maker. In 1861 there is a record of
a Solomon Baldwin (22) a bricklayer’s
labourer living with his parents Joseph
Baldwin (76), an agricultural labourer
and Dorcas Baldwin (70), a straw plait
maker in Roestock Lane.
In 1911 James Gray (a general
labourer), age 73, was living with his
wife Eliza (70) and their grandson
Arthur (21) in a 3-room property. The
record states that the couple had 9
children of which 8 were still living
in 1911. In 1901 James and Eliza
are living with their son James (22)
and grandson Arthur (11). In 1891
James and Eliza are living with sons
Arthur (13) and James (11), daughter
Rosie (7) and grandson Arthur (1). In
1881 James and Eliza are living with
daughters Sarah (12), Alice (9), and
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2021 is the year of the next census,
the purpose of which is to provide
the government with information to
help plan and develop policies for the
future. However, the census results,
give a really valuable insight into the
Parish as it existed historically. The
records are released after 100 years
and so the latest available are those
for 1911 which were actually the first
to be completed by the householder.
Prior to 1911 an individual travelled
the parish recording the information
listing the properties in the order they
were recorded. The 1841 Census
was the first to list the names within a
household with an adult’s age rounded
down to the nearest 5 years with their
occupation. The 1851 census added
relation to head of household, marital
status, place of birth and actual age
and the 1911 census included the
number of rooms and how many
children had been born and how many
were still living.
When we bought our house, we
were given the documents which
recorded the first transfer of ownership
in 1911 from Emilia Christian Gaussen
of Brookmans Park to Annie Elizabeth
Pugh of Colney Heath Farm for
£200. Our house had previously
been 2 tenanted cottages – known
subsequently as Pre Cottage and
Balvicar Cottage. The 1911 document
stated that the two cottages were in
the occupation of Solomon Baldwin
and James Gray and a plan was
attached with the property coloured
brown. As I had the 2 surnames living
next door to each other I was able to
find the families in the 1911 census
living on Roestock Lane.
The 1911 census showed Solomon
Baldwin as a widower age 75 working
as a farm labourer living with his
daughter Sarah (33) in a 4-room
property. In 1901 Solomon was
living with his wife, Jane and in 1891
Solomon and Jane were living with
son Harry (16) and Sarah (13). In 1881

Produced by Lisa Chaplin, November 2020
for Community Governance Level 4 SLCC1003
Produced by Lisa Chaplin, November 2020
for Community Governance Level 4 SLCC1003
Produced by Lisa Chaplin, November 2020
for Community Governance Level 4 SLCC1003
Produced by Lisa Chaplin, November 2020
for Community Governance Level 4 SLCC1003

A HOUSE
THROUGH TIME
IN COLNEY
HEATH USING
CENSUS
RECORDS

Respect other people
• Consider the local community
and other people enjoying the
outdoors
• Park carefully so access to
gateways and driveways is clear
• Leave gates and property as you
find them
• Follow paths but give way to
others where it’s narrow
Protect the natural environment
• Leave no trace of your visit, take all your litter home
• Don’t have BBQs or fires
• Keep dogs under effective control
• Dog poo - bag it and bin it
Enjoy the outdoors
• Plan ahead, check what facilities are open, be prepared
• Follow advice and local signs and obey social distancing
measures
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ST ALBANS CITY AND DISTRICT COUNCIL
Civic Centre
St Peters Street
St Albans
AL1 3JE
Tel: 01727 866100
Email: contactus@stalbans.gov.uk
Website: St Albans City and District Council
To sign up for a District Council account where you can report
issues directly to the District Council uploading photographs
and locations please go to: www.stalbans.gov.uk/
mystalbansdistrictaccount/
To report missing, damaged or cannot be read easily street
name plates email: streetnameplates@stalbans.gov.uk or
telephone 01727 819392.
To order or request information on recycling Bins email:
A.CleanerDistrict@stalbans.gov.uk
To report or discuss fly-tipping
email: wastemanagementservices@stalbans.gov.uk

HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
County Hall
Pegs Lane
Hertford
SG13 8DQ
Tel: 0300 123 4040
Website: Hertfordshire County Council
To report issues with roads (including pot holes), cycle paths,
pavements and lighting, use the following link –
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/
or email: Highways.customerservices@hertfordshire.gov.uk
For information on road closures, use the following link
- https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/highwaysroads-and-pavements/roadworks-and-road-closures/
roadworks-and-road-closures.aspx
Please note that many meetings and events could be
cancelled, postponed or changed, sometimes at very
short notice. Always check with the Parish Office or
event organisers for the latest updates.

COLNEY HEATH
PARISH COUNCIL

Get in
touch

Highfield Park Office		
Hill End Lane
St Albans, AL4 0RA
Colney Heath Village Office
83 High Street
St Albans, AL4 0NS

www.colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
CONTACT DETAILS
Tel: 01727 825314
Clerk & RFO, Lisa Chaplin:
clerk@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Assistant to the Clerk, Sue Walsh-Havens:
swalshhavens@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Finance Officer, Michele Gilbert:
mgilbert@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

COLNEY HEATH WARD
Cllr Mulroney:
cllrmulroney@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Slaughter:
cllrslaughter@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr West:
cllrwest@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
1 vacancy as of 28 Aug 2020

HIGHFIELD WARD
Cllr Barnes:
cllrbarnes@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr C Brazier:
cllrcbrazier@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Cook:
cllrcook@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Solts:
cllrsolts@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

HILL END WARD
Cllr H Brazier:
cllrhbrazier@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

PUBLIC OPENING HOURS:
Highfield Park Office: Every weekday 10am –
12.30pm except Wednesday when it is closed.
Colney Heath Village Office: by appointment only.
If you wish to meet or discuss specific parish issues with
the Clerk an appointment can be made for you by calling or
emailing the office.

FULL COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 2020/21
25 February 2021
25 March 2021
22 April 2021

13 May 2021 (Annual Parish Mtg)
27 May 2021 (Annual Parish Electorate Mtg)

At the Parish Council meeting held on 21st January 2021
it was RESOLVED that all Parish Council and Committee
meetings up to and including the Annual Parish Meeting
would be held virtually.
This arrangement would be reviewed during the virtual
CHPC Annual Parish Meeting being held on Thursday 13th
May 2021. Meetings are held on Thursdays and begin at
7pm unless otherwise stated.
Feb, March and April are correct but Annual Electorate
Parish Meeting now April 29th and Annual Parish Meeting
13th May 2021.

