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CHPC Strategic Objectives 2021/22
•   To provide effective, transparent, and accountable local government for the 

parish, enabling residents to be involved in the life of the community and its 
future development.

•   To understand and communicate the views, needs and aspirations of residents 
and businesses to statutory and non-governmental bodies as required.

•    To increase public involvement in the community through ensuring the 
parish council and its activities are open, transparent, and accountable to all 
residents.

•   To promote, within the community, activities which support the principles of 
environmental sustainability and an ethical society, working together to keep 
public places clean and safe.

•   To ensure that Councillors and Staff have access to high quality training and 
development opportunities and that they meet all required standards and to 
maintain the achieved “General Power of Competence” status.

INCOME 
Precept ................................................................ £195,017
Pavilion Rent ........................................................£4,000
HL Stewardship ...............................................£3,500
Bank Int/Clothing ................................................£125
Total Budget Income ........................ £202,642

EXPENDITURE 
Admin Staff Costs ....................................£75,701
Operational Costs ....................................£21,550
The Common ..................................................£22,920
Community & Grants ............................£13,930
Recreation Areas .......................................£23,130
Democracy .............................................................£8,850
Open Spaces ..................................................£14,700
Neighbourhood Plan .................................£2,200
Land registration ........................................£15,000

Total Expenditure ............................... £195,017

Approved Budget 2021/22

Playing Out  
St Albans District
Playing Out is a district-wide 
community project enabling residents 
to apply to close their street to through 
traffic up to 8 times a year for play 
and community building. It offers 
neighbours a chance to build support 
networks and children the opportunity 
to get fresh air and exercise. 

The scheme is cost-free to 
residents and streets can borrow road 
closed signs and other equipment 
from Sustainable St Albans, who run 
the project on behalf of the District 
Council. 

To find out more, including 
dates of information sessions 
and application deadlines, visit 
https://sustainablestalbans.org/
playingout or email playingout@
sustainablestalbans.org



Regular Council 
Meetings
Council meetings are normally held on 
Thursdays at 7pm.  Members of the public 
can attend all Council meetings and, 
although they cannot take part, there are 
two public question sections.  Questions 
can be asked of the Council by members 
of the public.

All Council meetings for 2021/22 will 
take place in the main hall of Colney 
Heath Primary School, High Street Colney 
Heath AL4 0NP.

Environment 
Committee 
The Environment Committee meets at 
least four times a year and deals with 
all environmental matters, including 
the management of the Colney Heath 
Common, Open Spaces, recreation areas, 
littering and waste management. Meeting 
will be held on 30th June 2021, 29th 
September 2021, 8th December 2021 & 
16 March 2022 at the Atrium of Highfield 
Park Trust Visitor Centre, Hill End Lane 
AL4 0RA.

Finance & 
Governance
There are at least three meetings every 
year, 8th July 2021, 7th October 2021 & 
27th January 2022. The Committee meets 
to oversee the control and management 
of Council finances including income and 
expenditure, policy management and 
legal matters making recommendations 
on openness, transparency and ensuring 
good governance in all Council business. 

Planning 
Planning Applications are considered by 
the Planning Committee which normally 
meets every three weeks.  The Planning 
Committee contributes to a range of 
planning applications and consultations 
and make strong cases for protecting 
the green belt and providing further 
infrastructure in the local area.

Work continues producing the 
Neighbourhood Plan, which is managed 
by a Steering Group consisting of 
volunteers and councillors.  There is 
always room for further volunteers so 
please contact the Parish office if you are 
interested in getting involved. 

Report on Council 
Year 2020/21
2020 was a year to remember, or 
possibly try to forget. One of the 
overwhelming things to have come 
out of last year is what a fantastic 
community we are privileged to live 
in. When the going got tough, the 
parishioners of Colney Heath Parish 
rose to the challenge! Neighbours 
were helping people less able to 
get around or those more clinically 
vulnerable to this awful virus, and 
the parish council were available to 
help if needed a team of villagers 
who were on stand-by to help 
others. 

There have been many changes 
within our Parish over the last 
year, not least the number of new 
residents in the Parish. On behalf 
of Colney Heath Parish Council, 
we extend to you, a very warm 
welcome.  As we slowly start to 
ease from lockdown, please let 
us continue to be kind to one 
another and to follow the rules and 
guidelines which are in place for all 
our sakes.

SHARE YOUR VIEWS - The 
Parish Council is here to serve the 
views of the whole community. 
What do YOU like or dislike about 
the area in which you live? What 
would you like to change? What 
do you think makes a strong 
community, and how can this be 
achieved? Do you know what is 
happening in our community? How 
can we keep you better informed? 
Please contact the Clerk and let us 
know how we can help you to “Love 
Where You Live’.

Planning 
Applications 
The Parish Council is notified of, and 
is a statutory consultee for, all parish 
planning applications. As such, we 
are able to submit comments on 
behalf of the community, but only 
within the boundary of ‘Material 
Planning Considerations’. These 
include, among other factors, loss of 
privacy, loss of light, parking, highway 
safety, traffic, noise, design, planning 
policies and nature conservation. More 
information can be found by following 
the link on the Planning Committee 
agendas. If you have comments 
relating to a planning application that 
you would like the Parish Council to 
be aware of when discussing and 
submitting comments, please contact 
the Clerk

Illegal Parking
To report incidents of parking infringements, please contact the Parking 
Enforcement Officer for St Albans District Council on the parking 
hotline number 01727 845283 or email reports with photographs to 
illegalparking@stalbans.gov.uk

Reporting Issues
Please see the contacts page at the 
back of the newsletter for details of 
organisations. The County Council 
is responsible for issues such as 
potholes, blocked drains, obstructions, 
graffiti, and broken paving slabs. If 
you are aware of any such problems 
around our parish, please report 
them by using www.FixMyStreet.
com. Similarly, the Highways Authority 
are responsible for maintaining 
public footpaths and bridleways, so 
please also use www.FixMyStreet.
com to report any problems such as 
obstructions or damage.

Throughout lockdown the foodbank 
has remained open as an essential 
service.

We had an increase in demand 
for food at the same time as losing a 
significant number of volunteers who 
needed to shield. The team have done 
an amazing job and the communities 
have been magnificent in their 
support of the St Albans and District 
Foodbank.

This has been a very tough time. 
And that is why we exist to help you in 
times of crisis.

We know that taking the first step 
asking for help can be hard. 

A good first step is to contact St 
Albans Citizens Advice: 01727 811118. 

They have the expertise to help 
and continue to work throughout 
lockdown. Please ring and if you do 
not get an answer leave a message.

If you are unable to do that you 
can contact the St Albans and District 

foodbank on: 01727 613019 option 1. 
Or email: manager@stalbansdistrict.
foodbank.org.uk.

Life is challenging for many of you 
right now and while the foodbank has 
been busy this last year, because of 
the generosity of communities we 
have had enough food. It is important 
to us that those of you who may never 
have asked for help before know that 
you can. Whoever you are, wherever 
you find yourself, please do ask for 
help using the numbers and emails 
above.

The foodbank is open and running 
following covid regulations. If you 
need help please do get in touch.

We are currently running a project 
to increase our knowledge and 
contacts in your local communities.

If you represent an agency/charity/
organization in your community please 
do get in touch with us: pcrosswell@
stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk

TREE SURVEY 
In April, the Parish Council 
commissioned a tree risk 
assessment survey, which is 
undertaken periodically to assess 
trees within public areas for which 
the council are responsible. You 
may have seen the drone flying 
overhead as it mapped the trees. 
Two reports were prepared - one 
for the recreation areas and one on 
the Colney Heath Common Nature 
Reserve. Both reports include 
guidance and recommended 
works, which we will be carrying 
out to help keep them safe and in 
tip-top condition.



St Albans Sustainability Festival is 
back this May with a packed two 
weeks of Covid-safe events to 
encourage everyone to live more 
sustainably and connect with nature. 

St Albans Sustainable Markets
St Albans Sustainable Market will kick 
off the festival on Sunday 23rd May. 
From 11am until 4pm, central St Albans 
will be filled with carefully spaced stalls 
from local eco businesses, charities 
and environmental groups. Whether 
it’s buying local vegetables with no 
air miles or swapping your single-use 
wipes for reusable alternatives, the 
Sustainable Market will give you lots of 
inspiration for small changes you can 
do that will make a big difference.

Two weeks of local sustainability 
events
The fortnight-long festival will follow, 
with dozens of sustainability-related 
events put on by local community 
groups, businesses and faith groups 
from St Albans district. 

Get out into the fresh air….
This year, there is a particular focus 
on everyone’s mental and physical 
health. Many of the activities will 
invite residents to get outside and 
discover the district’s outdoor spaces 
in a Covid-safe manner. There will be 
self-guided trails to follow, community 
gardens to explore and Wilderhood 

Watch’s photography competition.  
Colney Heath Parish Council will 

be joining in with “Rock Around the 
Common”, encouraging everyone 
to get out onto the common during 
the fortnight and hunt for our 
specially painted stones celebrating 
SustFest21. Will you find a ladybird, 
a butterfly or a tree on your rock?

…or enjoy from home

Many of the events can be enjoyed 
from the comfort of your own 
home. Learn new skills with online 
workshops such as a live-streamed 
cooking event by Delicious and Real 
Meal Planning or make vegan wax 
wraps with Jefferson Crafts. Enjoy 
online talks about The Remarkable 
Trees of St Albans, reusable nappies 
or wildlife gardening. Wondering 
about solar panels? How about a 
Q&A session with Solar Streets St 
Albans, the project run in partnership 
with the District Council.

For all the family
For the family, there will be crafting 
activities, bird feeder and seed 
bomb workshops and even a 
sustainability-themed circus 
performance. Dozens of district 
schools will join in with their 
own sustainable activities during 
SustFest21 Schools Week from 
24th-28th May.

Climate conversations
Do you want to talk with others 
about climate change, but you’re 
not quite sure how? Why not hold a 
“Climate Conversation” during the 
festival? Get together, online or in 
person, with a group of friends or 
neighbours for two hours, download 
the free materials and learn and 
discuss together. 

Full programme online
At www.sustfest.org or on social 
media using the tag #SustFest21:

Twitter @SustFest21 | Instagram 
@sustainablesta | Facebook @
SustainableStAlbans

Colney Heath 
Chronicles
A book described as a “fine rollicking 
ride ... through centuries of history” 
gives you an idea of what you will find 
in the Colney Heath Chronicles. Newly 
published, this volume of stories 
and anecdotes is by local author Dr 
Ruth Herman, and it is stuffed full 
of anecdotes and tales of historical 
figures who have figured in Colney 
Heath’s past. Ruth’s stories are always 
fun, interesting and relevant.

The stories gallop over the 
changing shape of the village taking 
in medieval traffic jams, cattle rustlers 
and guest appearances by Henry VIII, 
Captain Becher of the Brook from 
the Grand National, passing pubs, 
revolting peasants, property disputes 
and corrupt politics on the way. The 
dangers of parking your cow so that 
it wanders off-piste, and of staging 
illegal boxing matches on the heath, 
figure in the history along with much 
more. There are highwaymen and 
orphan babies and school teachers. 
The illustrations are taken from 
original photographs and specially 
created artworks by local artists.

Thanks to Ruth and her production 
team for an excellent read. And 
coming in the future is volume II. The 
proceeds of the purchase price of 
£7.50 goes to fund he newly formed 
Colney Heath History Society and 
Parkinsons UK, both good causes. 
Get your copy at the Colney Heath 
village shop and Post Office or 
contact jackclemow@gmail.com or 
call him on 07803 313 525.

John Clemow

PARISH COUNCIL’S GOVERNANCE AND 
ULTRA-VIRES PAYMENTS

April 2004 – July 2015
Report in the Public Interest

SUMMARY 
The losses from within the Council caused by ultra-vires* payments totalled in excess of £250,000. The 
Parish Council were offered a 45,900 settlement by the Insurers Zurich insurance company in full and 
final settlement of the claim made.

It was noted whilst further investigation could have continued it was deemed that in the best interests 
of the Council and its electorate and after detailed discussions the settlement offer should be 
accepted.
*  Ultra vires is a Latin phrase used in law to describe an act which requires legal authority but is done 

without it. Its opposite, an act done under proper authority, is intra vires. Acts that are intra vires may 
equivalently be termed “valid”, and those that are ultra vires termed “invalid”.  

Those who benefitted from the ultra vires payments
Staff 
Former Clerk/RFO  ..................................................................... consultant from 2003, employed from 2004 - 2015 
Former Deputy/Assistant Clerk ................................. employed from 2003-2015 
Auditor  ...................................................................................................... Auditing Solutions 

Categories petty cash, salary overtime payments, cash bonuses, VAT avoidance, fund operating/
revenue costs 

Organisations/Individuals (in no particular order)
1.  Smallford Residents Association 
2.  Scout and Guide Association 
3.  Charles Morris Hall 
4.  Treasure Tots 
5.  Neighbourhood Plan Project Manager 
6.  Colney Heath Village Hall 
7.  Colney Heath Football Club 

Financial Loss 
When investigations stopped the total loss to date was just over £250,000.
Some are approximate pending outcomes of settlement discussions: 

•  Clerk/RFO .........................................................................................£82,858.11
•  Deputy Clerk ..................................................................................£49,055.58
•  Cash bonuses ...............................................................................£16,140.37
•  Colney Heath Football Club .........................................£63,485.00
•  Other Organisations ...............................................................£25,000.00
•  Neighbourhood Plan Consultant .............................£18,228.23

TOTAL .........................................................................................................£254,767.29

This does not include losses as a result of the ultra-vires operation of Treasure Tots costs which 
have not been calculated exception of the cash bonuses



OVERVIEW OF ULTRA VIRES PAYMENTS MADE 
Payments listed were made ultra-vires for one of the following reasons:

•   The payment was not approved by Council or an appropriately delegated Committee or by 
delegation to the Clerk. 

•   The Parish Council had no legal power to spend the public funds under the 1972 Local 
Government Act or other relevant legislation.

CLERK AND RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER April 2004 - July 2015  
Employment 

•   No resolution to employ the Clerk/RFO or confirmation of hours or pay scale.
•   No references were taken up and this jeopardised the success of any future payment on the 

fidelity insurance policy. 
•   No contract of employment was issued.

Training 
•   The Clerk appointed had no training or experience as a Clerk in Local Government and did not 

undertake any qualifications to become a qualified Clerk.
•   Grants awarded were often issued ultra-vires.
•   The understanding of financial governance and transparency was lacking throughout the 

period of tenure as Parish Clerk and RFO.
•   Little to no knowledge of legislation, payment regulation or how to manage monies in the 

public purse led to ultra-vires payments and mismanagement of the Precept for the period.
Payments

•   Over £100,000 was taken from the NatWest bank account in petty cash.  There are no records 
of what this money was used for.

•   Clerk approved payments and amounts himself. 
•   No Standing Orders or Financial Regulations were in place until 2014/15.
•   PAYE/NI under reported for a 7-year period. 
•   Incorrect advice given on the operation of a pre-school. The Council had no legal power to 

operate putting the Council at risk.
•   Staff salaries incorrect, re-run by the auditor for the whole of 2011-2014.
•   Cash bonuses paid to staff twice yearly without appropriate tax payments.

Salary 
•   Approving own overtime and not authorised by Council.
•   Staff wage calculations not approved by Council. Only cheques were approved. 
•   No record of the Clerk/RFO being approved as an essential car user despite this being paid 

monthly, resulting in overpayment of £13,319.20
•   Salary increases often not in line with nationally approved increases.
•   No mileage claim forms submitted or approved for up to 2,000 every year.
•   Overtime Between 2011 – 2015 claimed every month all self-approved. 
•   Salary increase between the commencement and the end of employment was 76% - should 

have been 50% equates to an overpayment of £69,538.91.

ASSISTANT/DEPUTY CLERK 2003 - 2016
Parish Council Employment 

•   Salary was shown higher than actual and then inflated in a letter signed by the Clerk to 
enable a mortgage to be obtained.

•   Salary payments 52% increase.  The increase should have been 24% overpayment of 
approximately £41,000.

Treasure Tots Employment 
•   Commenced employment as Treasure Tots Secretary in 2005.  5 hours per week. Overall, 

2005 – 2015 a 91% increase in hourly rate.
•   During most of 2014/2015 the following was paid monthly

–  Treasure Tots contracted hours  .......................5 hours
–  Overtime  .....................................................................................20-25 hours 
–  Deputy Clerk contracted hours  ........................17 hours 
–  Deputy Clerk overtime  ...............................................30-40 hours

•   No overtime was approved by Council. 

Other payments 
•   Cash payments made for cleaning Parish Office from August 2007 – February 2015.  Not 

approved by Council nor declared on payroll.  Total £5,930.80.
•   Cash bonuses paid to this employee over the period £2,125.00.

INTERNAL AUDITOR 
The Parish Council is required under the Accounts & Audit Regulations to undertake an effective 
internal audit each year to evaluate the effectiveness of its risk management, control and 
governance processes considering public sector internal auditing standards or guidance. The 
Parish Council appoints an Internal Auditor who is independent, competent and has no other role 
within the Council. The Internal Audit company Auditing Solutions audited the Parish Council and 
Treasure Tots accounts from 2004 – 2016. 

Issues with Internal Audit 
•   Audit reports were addressed to the Clerk/RFO of Colney Heath Parish Council and posted 

to his home address. 
•   Effectiveness of Internal Controls was never included in any agenda.
•   There were verbal reports only on internal audit and no Council or Committee meeting ever 

reviewed an internal audit report. Councillors were not provided with copies.
•   No action plan or action points were raised in Council or reviewed from year. 
•   Issues and concerns raised over several years and noted within internal audit reports were 

left unresolved were not addressed with Council. 
•   The Clerk did not manage cashbooks these were created as a favour by the internal auditor 

and sent to the Clerk/RFO every year.
•   Concerns were not raised or noted on the Annual Governance Annual Return. 

ORGANISATIONS/INDIVIDUALS
Colney Heath Football Club

•   Payments to the Colney Heath Football Club from 2004-2016 with four years 2010/11, 
2011/12, 2014/15 and 2015/16 incomplete.  

•   Ultra-vires payments over the period totalled £63,485.



BEATING THE BOUNDS
COLNEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL INVITES RESIDENTS AND LOCAL PEOPLE TO

COLNEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL  
is organising  LITTER PICKS across the 

Parish to support the Great British Spring 
Clean on SUNDAY 6th JUNE. 

If you would like to volunteer to take part, 
please contact the parish office  

(01727 825314) 
or by email: 

swalshhavens@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

For free local delivery contact
Nicky Packman

Independent Distributor of 
Forever Living Products 

07973 102313 
nicky@nickypackman.com 

www.shop.nickypackman.com

We're still here
to help
Our offices remain closed, but you can still get advice.

We offer free and confidential advice on debt and
money, benefits, housing, reducing energy bills,
work, relationships, help with Blue Badge and
other form filling, and more.
Updated: March 2021

For general information visit:
citizensadvice.org.uk

To chat to an adviser online or email us, visit our website:
castad.org.uk

Call us with Relay UK, if you can't hear or speak on the
phone:
18001 then 01727 811 118
Visit the Relay UK website for information

Call us on:
01727 811 118
Monday to Thursday 10am to 4pm, Friday 10am to 1pm

Or Hertfordshire Adviceline free on:
0800 144 8848

ON THE COLNEY HEATH COMMON 
ON SUNDAY 30TH MAY 2021 

STARTING AT 2pm 
MEET AT THE VILLAGE HALL, HIGH 

STREET, COLNEY HEATH  

The circular walk will start from the Village Hall and progress around 
Colney Heath Common to declare the boundary of the common 
land within the Parish of Colney Heath. The common land is an 

interesting nature area to walk. 

Parish Councillors and the Parish Common Ranger will accompany 
the walk, which does not include busy roads and is therefore 

ideal for children. The walk is set at an easy pace to suit all age 
groups and takes about 90 minutes. At each point of the Common 
Boundary the walkers will stop for a few moments and all will be 

invited to ‘Beat the Bounds’ at the designated places. 
The ceremony will end at the Village Hall but, due to the current 

pandemic, refreshments will not be served this year. 

BEATING THE BOUNDS is an ancient ceremony going back to the 
14th Century, where the ‘restrictive’ landlord tried to claim more 
land to the discontent of the citizens. St Albans had a peasant 

revolt in 1381 where the Alderman (or elders) of the village redefined 
the local boundaries. It is possible that this ancient ceremony 

originated from around this time and has continued as an event in 
this parish for quite some time by way of an annual walk.  

For more information, please contact the parish office by email:  

clerk@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colney Heath Village Hall 
•   Payments to cover shortfall in staff wages agreed by the Clerk.  
•   No Tax/NI or pension calculated on the above payments made. 
•   Purchases made through the Parish Council to avoid VAT claimed on purchase made by 

the organisation and cheques issued to individuals for VAT portion. 
•   Parish Council paid or contributed to the following for the whole building:

Fire extinguisher and alarm maintenance to 2016; buildings insurance paid to 2012. Business 
Rates/Council Tax paid to 2013. Maintenance, sewer works, and pest control of rat problem paid 
for by Parish Council. 

Treasure Tots
•   Set up ultra-vires after incorrect advice from the Proper Officer in 2004. It was reconfirmed 

in February 2016, that the Parish Council did not have the power to operate a Children’s 
nursery.   The school was closed 22 July 2016.

•   The surplus funds remaining after closure of £52,000 was transferred to the Parish Council 
and has been used only for Youth Projects across the Parish.

•   Cash bonuses paid to Treasure Tots staff between 2007-2014 £16,140.37.
•   Salaries were paid by Parish Council from the Precept but often the funds were not 

effectively or consistently recharged to the Treasure Tots accounts.  
•   Purchases of stationery, toys and staff training all purchased from the Precept and often 

not effectively or consistently recharged. 
•   All hall hire paid for the use of the village hall was paid from the Precept and not reclaimed. 

Smallford Residents Association
Ultra-vires payments made included:  

•   To fund the association insurance with Tennyson Insurance.
•   To fund the filming of the Smallford Station project in 2012 by a video service company. 

Charles Morris Hall 
•   Purchases made through the Parish Council to avoid VAT. 

Scout & Guide Association 
Ultra-vires payments made included:

•   Purchases made through the Parish Council to avoid VAT. 
•   Grants awarded for works by the Parish Council including for installation of a disabled 

toilet.  There is no evidence the work was completed.

Neighbourhood Plan Project Manager 
•   Contract signed by the Parish Clerk on behalf of the Council confirming 300 hours at a total 

cost of £7,500. Between 11/09/2013 and 31/07/2015 paid £25,728.23 in respect of the 
CHPC Neighbourhood Plan inclusive of expenses. 

•   There is no evidence of budgetary control of the expenditure by the Clerk, nor to approval 
of any increase in expenditure by Council.   Some of the invoices received for payment 
were not appropriately approved.



The flooding on the Common in 
January appeared to be worse than 
in recent years and the Environment 
Agency have been contacted to 
advise on what action may be 
taken in the case of future flooding 
incidents.  Whilst the Parish Council 
is responsible for any vegetation 
attached to the river banks, any 
objects detached in the river are the 
responsibility of the Agency. 

The Council hopes to make the 
Common a more interesting place for 
younger children to explore with the 
installation of 20 small fairy doors. 
These will be attached to trees high 
enough to be out of the reach of 
animals, but not too high so that young 
children can still enjoy them. 

Due to several incidents of 
encroachment on the Common, 
9 posts and a kissing gate are to 
be installed in April covering 3 
different entrance points to prevent 
unauthorised vehicular access.

The number of non-local/
professional dog walkers, particularly 
using the Common, resulted in some 
concerns amongst other users of the 
area last year. As mentioned in our 
last Newsletter, Dog Control Orders 
were converted into Public Spaces 
Protection Orders in October 2017, 
but these cannot be made by a parish 
council. The relevant authority in our 
Parish is St Alban’s District Council 
and to ascertain whether a PSPO can 

be put in place, evidence of alleged 
dog nuisance activities is required. 
Thus, in February, the Parish Council 
asked parishioners to contribute by 
completing a ‘Dog Walkers Diary 
Sheet’ downloaded from the website 
or obtaining a copy from one of the 
information boards at the Coursers 
Road and Church Lane entrances. 
Whilst there had been numerous 
complaints about dog nuisance on 
social media, the Parish Council only 
received one completed sheet.  As the 
weather improves we have suggested 
a second consultation period during 
the summer months, when we expect 
more residents to take advantage of 
our open spaces. We must emphasise 
that no Order can be put in place 
without sufficient evidence. I would 
like to clarify, however, that we are 
not looking to prevent residents 
walking their dogs off the leash on 
the Common as I understand there 
was some confusion about this issue 
during the previous consultation 
period.   

Following the maintenance work 
carried out at Sleapshyde pond, a 
resident very kindly volunteered to 
carry out restoration work on the 
bench which was much appreciated 
by those who use the area. 

Tree planting within the Parish, 
which was delayed due to the 
Woodland Trust suspension of its 
scheme, will hopefully go ahead this 

Environmental Update 

Autumn. Sandridge have successfully 
planted a number of trees and 
Councillors are planning to meet with 
Sandridge’s facilities’ manager to 
benefit from their experience. We can 
then consider where we can plant 
these trees within the Parish. 

As we continue to review updated 
condition reports on the bus shelters 
within the Parish, we endeavour to fix, 
repair and replace as necessary. Two 
new shelters are due to be installed in 
April in Smallford along Hatfield Road. 

The Council received an email from 
a parishioner who was enquiring as to 
whether the white wood work, either 
side of Coursers Road upon entering 
the Village, could be tidied up and 
painted. The Clerk contacted County 
Councillor John Hale who arranged 
for an inspection. The report stated 

that the wood needs a good rub down 
and some coats of paint. Due to the 
positioning of the ‘gates’ so close to 
the side of the road there would be 
a requirement for two-way lights and 
it would not be possible for Herts 
County Council to support the work 
being done by volunteers due to the 
speed limit. This is perceived as a low 
priority for HCC but we will ask again 
in late 2021/early 2022.

We have had reports of fly tipping 
in the local area. One parishioner 
copied me on an email reporting litter 
in Sleapcross Gardens on an almost 
daily basis and also in Colney Heath 
Village near the miniature railway. 
We would like to remind residents to 
report or discuss fly-tipping to email: 
wastemanaementservices@stalbans.
gov.uk. Subsequent correspondence 

from the parishioner confirmed that 
the Council had responded with some 
removal of debris. 

In February we had a zoom 
meeting with St Albans District 
Council’s recently appointed Parking 
Enforcement Officer, James Gurney. 
He was very keen to introduce himself 
and whilst resources are currently 
restricted he would like to hear from 
residents where vehicles are parked in 
contravention or blocking driveways. 
Residents can contact the office on 
the parking hotline 01727 845283 
or email reports with photographs 
to illegalparking@stalbans.gov.uk.  
Mr Gurney hoped that enforcement 
officers would be visiting more 
regularly by the summer when 
more resources were available but 
emphasised that in the meantime he 
welcomed contact from residents with 
any issues. 

Beating the Bounds, which 
unfortunately did not go-ahead last 
year, is due to take place on Sunday 
30th May. This event which takes 
place on the Common involves a 
walk around the parish boundaries. 
Everyone throughout the Parish is 
welcome. Please look out for further 
details nearer the time.

The Parish Council have registered 
as a group to participate in The Great 
British Spring Clean. The suggested 
date is Sunday 6th June and the 
Parish Council will be obtaining sets 
of gloves, pickers and bags for use 
throughout the Parish. These will be 
distributed around the Parish based 
on expressions of interest. Further 
information to follow. 

Cllr Kate Slaughter

Would you like to advertise 
your business or event in future 
editions of the Colney Heath 
Parish newsletter? 
The newsletter is to be published three times a year, with a 
circulation to approximately 2,500 households across the three 
Wards of the Parish. Costs are £25 for a quarter page, £50+VAT 
for a half page and £100+ VAT for a full page advert. Full details 
of the advertising rates and policy can be found on the Parish 
Council website or call the office on 01727 825314.



COLNEY HEATH  
PARISH COUNCIL
Highfield Park Office  
Hill End Lane 
St Albans, AL4 0RA

Colney Heath Village Office
83 High Street
St Albans, AL4 0NS
www.colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

CONTACT DETAILS 
Tel: 01727 825314

Clerk & RFO, Lisa Chaplin:  
clerk@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Assistant to the Clerk, Sue Walsh-Havens:  
swalshhavens@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Finance Officer, Michele Gilbert:  
mgilbert@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

COLNEY HEATH WARD 
Cllr Slaughter:  
cllrslaughter@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr West:  
cllrwest@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Shaw
CllrShaw@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
> 1 vacancy as of 6 May 2021

HIGHFIELD WARD
Cllr Barnes:  
cllrbarnes@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Cook:  
cllrcook@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Solts:  
cllrsolts@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Mulroney:  
cllrmulroney@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

HILL END WARD 
Cllr H Brazier:  
cllrhbrazier@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

PUBLIC OPENING HOURS: 
Highfield Park Office: Every weekday 10am – 
12.30pm except Wednesday when it is closed.  

Colney Heath Village Office: by appointment only.  
If you wish to meet or discuss specific parish issues with 
the Clerk an appointment can be made for you by calling or 
emailing the office.

FULL COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 2020/21
24 June 2021
22 Jul 2021
23 Sept 2021
21 Oct 2021
25 Nov 2021
16 Dec 2021

All Council, HR Committee and Finance & Governance 
Committee meetings will be held in the main hall of Colney 
Heath Primary School, High Street Colney Heath AL4 0NP 
and Environment Committee meetings will be held in the 
Atrium of Highfield Park Trust Visitor Centre, Hill End Lane 
AL4 0RA.

Get
touch

in

ST ALBANS CITY AND DISTRICT COUNCIL
Civic Centre
St Peters Street
St Albans
AL1 3JE
Tel: 01727 866100
Email: contactus@stalbans.gov.uk
Website: St Albans City and District Council

To sign up for a District Council account where you can report 
issues directly to the District Council uploading photographs 
and locations please go to: www.stalbans.gov.uk/
mystalbansdistrictaccount/

To report missing, damaged or cannot be read easily street 
name plates email: streetnameplates@stalbans.gov.uk or 
telephone 01727 819392.

To order or request information on recycling Bins email:  
A.CleanerDistrict@stalbans.gov.uk

To report or discuss fly-tipping 
email: wastemanagementservices@stalbans.gov.uk

HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
County Hall
Pegs Lane
Hertford
SG13 8DQ
Tel: 0300 123 4040
Website: Hertfordshire County Council

To report issues with roads (including pot holes), cycle paths, 
pavements and lighting, use the following link –   
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/
or email: Highways.customerservices@hertfordshire.gov.uk

For information on road closures, use the following link - 
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/highways-roads-
and-pavements/roadworks-and-road-closures/roadworks-
and-road-closures.aspx

Please note that many meetings and events could be 
cancelled, postponed or changed, sometimes at very 
short notice. Always check with the Parish Office or 
event organisers for the latest updates.

Respect other people
•  Consider the local community 

and other people enjoying the 
outdoors

•  Park carefully so access to 
gateways and driveways is clear

•  Leave gates and property as you 
find them

•  Follow paths but give way to 
others where it’s narrow

Protect the natural environment
•  Leave no trace of your visit, take all your litter home
•  Don’t have BBQs or fires
•  Keep dogs under effective control
•  Dog poo - bag it and bin it

Enjoy the outdoors
•  Plan ahead, check what facilities are open, be prepared
•  Follow advice and local signs and obey social distancing 

measures

13 Jan 2022
24 Feb 2022
24 Mar 2022
21 Apr 2022
8 Apr 2022 (Annual Parish Electorate Mtg)


