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6th May 2021    

 

RE:  Freedom of Information Act 2000  

Colney Heath Parish Council – Increase in Precept 2021/22  

I am replying to you in response to your further email received 16th April 2021 which 

as you know was treated as a Freedom of Information request.  

The questions you asked are addressed with responses as follows:  

Your request:  

It seems to me that over the last year the only money spent out has been on the 
Common. With interpretation boards, bollards, kissing gate, new litter bin and a five-
bar gate, fairy doors...purchased but yet to be fitted, it seems that we are looking at 
over £10,000. This is a vast amount of money spent on an area that does not bring in 
an income now that Willows have removed the cattle. The issue discussed at last 
night’s Environment meeting regarding the locking of the Warren track farm gate, 
highlighted by Councillor Brazier explaining that should the emergency services need 
to attend the farm or residents, and the gate is locked, they would be unable to. Why 
was this issue not considered before the expense of £999.00 for the gate thought 
through? I fully appreciate it is to deny access for fly tipping but surely safety of the 
residents and property should have been discussed through properly...I despair! A 
radar key would have made more sense, all emergency services have them on board 
for access as and when they need them. 
 

Our response: 

Prior to the gate being installed the Council reviewed all information including access 

by the emergency services.  The Parish Council were informed that a specific lock 

would need to be installed before the gate could be locked.  Prior to installation both 

the landlord of the farm and the tenant family who reside in the property were written 

to and asked for their comments and concerns, no response was received prior to 

installation. 

Approval for gate installation was unanimously approved at Full Council 23 July and 
delegated arrangements to Environment Committee who discussed and agreed 30 
July 2020.  Just after installation, the Council were informed of the significant number 
of businesses trading from the Farm at the end of the track and only became aware of 
this from the landlord of the farm and due to an enforcement case by St Albans District 
Council.  This information is the result of the gate remaining open.  The Parish Council 
have since been contacted by the landlord of the farm who wish to discuss ongoing 
management of the accessway with the Council as they too wish the gate to be 
secured.  
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Your request:  

Locking of Roestock gates.....a decision by Councillor Slaughter, when there was a 
party of travellers encamped at London Colney, to lock the gates and now leave them 
locked...the grass cutting team were unable to enter the park as they had no key. Once 
again, access to the Scout Hut or the back of our properties by emergency services 
would not be possible and fortunately the fire set by teenagers on the MUGA photos 
sent to Clerk, did not take hold...and therefore no need to call Fire Service. I would ask 
that the gates are unlocked again as a matter of urgency, the Parish Council spent 
many thousands of £s installing the bollards around the park area to stop any intrusion 
onto the grassed area. Visitors to the park are having to park in Admirals Close which 
has enough of an overspill of vehicles from Jasmine Court housing in Hall Gardens. 
The car park surface is in need of work ...and please do not say that you are waiting 
for the Scout Hut issue to be sorted....the car park is not the responsibility of the Scouts 
it is Parish land...As for the ongoing payment of approximately £250 per year for the 
lights, they have not worked for several years ,and once again in your minutes it states 
that you are waiting for the outcome of the Scout Hut issue. It is not at all relevant. 
either gets the lights connected or stop wasting the Parish money and use it 
somewhere else! 
 

Our response: 

The gates of Roestock Park were locked at the recommendation of a Councillor to 

protect the car park.  This was again confirmed at the Environment Committee held 

on 14 April 2021. 

Works and lighting within the car park are noted and are part of a wider asset 
management strategy.  
 

Your request:  

As regards the play equipment at Sleapshyde recreation ground, apparently there are 
no funds...these residents pay their council tax and are entitled to safe equipment, 
please use some of your Fidelity money and let the children have a safe place to 
play.... 
 

Our response: 

The Parish Clerk is unaware of where the comment regarding the play equipment in 
Sleapshyde and requiring finances.  The play equipment is safe, has been inspected 
recently and routine maintenance has been booked.   There was a suggestion to 
enclose the equipment with fencing to make it more secure but up to £18,000 is 
required and this still needs to be reviewed in more detail.  
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Your request:  

I do not see the point in the reports having been done for all the recreation grounds 
and the Enviromental Committee not have them for their meeting, it was stated that 
the Clerk has them...surely the point is for the committee to see them and discuss 
them at the relevant committee meeting before going to full council?   
 

Our response: 

ROSPA reports have recently been completed this year carried out by St Albans 
District Council contractors.  The Clerk has proceeded with all routine maintenance 
highlighted from the inspections.  The reports will go to the next Committee meeting 
for reference, but no further action is required from the Committee other than to note.    
 
Should a decision have been required at Committee then reports would have been 
submitted for the next available meeting.    
 

Your request:  

With regards to the Litter Pick day, for early June, the District Council supply the pickup 
grabbers and probably the hoops and possibly the bags too...once again a vast 
amount of Parish money being spent on items that can be sourced elsewhere...correct 
me if I am wrong. Hazel has a supply at her house at Cutmore Drive that could be 
used! 
 

Our response: 

The Great British Spring Clean is a nationwide initiative that the Council has confirmed 

to take part in and is part of activities agreed for Sustainability Week 2021.    

 

I hope this information is helpful and successfully answer your questions. If you have 

any further queries, then please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Chaplin LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council 
For and on behalf of 
Colney Heath Parish Council   


