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26th May 2021    

 

RE:  Freedom of Information Act 2000 Colney Heath Parish Council  

 

I am replying to you in response to your email received 20th May 2021 which you 

requested to be as a Freedom of Information request.  

The questions you asked are addressed with responses as follows:  

Your request:  

April 22nd Council meeting.  I note no apologies or appearance of Cllr Barnes.  I 

understood that you should be notified of a no show. 
 

Our response: 

If a councillor is unable to attend a meeting of full council or a committee or a sub-

committee that he/she/they are a member of, it is good practice to give notice of this 

to the Proper Officer.   

A councillor does not have to seek formal approval of the meeting or his/her/their 

absence.  A meeting can only approve the absence of a councillor from a meeting if 

he/she/they have requested this in writing and given a reason for her/his/their 

absence.  

Councillor Barnes did not offer apologies in advance of the meeting but contacted the 

Proper Officer after the meeting to offer his apologies. 

Your request:  

I note that there were no dates listed in the minutes for the necessary meeting with 

the Scout group (item 20/21-144) yet I see that a letter was read out at this meeting, 

supplied by a group of 13 villagers, may I ask how they were aware of the date of 

this meeting, as I was led to believe this was a working party meeting that was not 

open to the public. I would like confirmation that the list of names supplied on that 

letter were not active Council members or office staff, their husbands or family 

members or representatives of the Guide or Scouting community. 

 

Our response: 

The meeting with the representatives and mediator of the Scout group was not 

advertised by the Parish Council but was widely shared by the Scouts on their website 

and other social media sites including Facebook and Twitter at least one week prior to 

the meeting. 
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The Parish Council do not hold the correspondence noted in the meeting and the 

identity of those persons who corresponded have not been disclosed to me as the 

Proper Officer therefore the information requested cannot be provided.  

Your request:  

I notice that in the Feb minutes, item 110c states that S106 monies would be for the 

Scout Hut and Roestock Park, should the planning permission be given for the 100 

homes on Bullens Green Lane /Roundhouse Farm land. Could you confirm this 

please. 
 

Our response: 

The statement made regarding the S106 funds to be allocated to Colney heath Parish 
Council in the event of the planning permission being approved is correct.  
 
Your request:  

The grass at Scout Hut, inside gates, has not been cut since last summer, as landlords 

I believe that this should be maintained as you were quick enough to state that the 

building had not been maintained by the Scouts, surely as landlords you should have 

inspected the building regularly and as far as I can see you are not maintaining the 

land surrounding it...It seems you are failing to fulfil your obligations. 

Our response: 

Thank you for your observation which have been noted and will be passed to 
councillors. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Chaplin LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council 
For and on behalf of 
Colney Heath Parish Council   


