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19th May 2021    
 

RE:  Freedom of Information Act 2000  

Colney Heath Parish Council – Roestock Hut   

I am replying to you in response to your email received 23rd April 2021.   The questions 

you asked are addressed with responses as follows:  

Your request:  

Having listened to the Parish Council meeting on 22nd April 2021 I was disappointed 
by the disrespectful tone and nature of comments made by the representative from St 
Albans Scouts.  I was led to believe that this person was a mediator for the Scout 
group.  The speech was more emotion than fact and attempted to use the attitude 
within the village of Colney Heath to put pressure on the Council into making an 
emotive decision, which from reading the recent public interest report appears to have 
been an ongoing theme in previous years as all funds lead directly into Colney Heath 
village organisations!   The decision needed is a wider business decision for the 
benefit of all Council tax payers.   It is very clear from the speech the representative 
who spoke is not impartial or assisting this process.  Please confirm that the 
representative is independent and has no personal relationship to the Colney Heath 
Scout Group?   
 

Our response: 

The Parish Council hold no information on Mr Barker but have received a response 
from the Scout group on this matter.  A response to this question can be found in the 
attached appendix which was received from the Colney Heath Scout Group.  

 

Your request:  

The scout representative made it very clear that the Scout group were ‘happy’ to take 
on a full repairing lease.  If previous leases were also full repairing, this was not 
adhered to previously which is why the PPM report contained so much required 
work.  What will the Council do to ensure any lease or licence issued is managed in 
the future? Have the scouts offered any reason why they did not carry out appropriate 
maintenance previously but are prepared to do it now? 
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Our response: 

The Council recognise that there were issues with the previous management of the 
lease which ended in September 2016.  Should a new lease or licence be issued 
appropriate annual checks and review of a maintenance programme will be 
implemented along with regular inspections. 
 
Your request:  

It is well known that all maintenance work has been done by volunteers and parents 
on this building over at least 20 years.  What gives parents and the Council confidence 
that the Scout group will use professional qualified tradesman to carry out required 
works both now and in the future? 
 
Our response: 

The Parish Council will require all works carried out on a parish owned building to be 
by professional qualified tradespeople with appropriate insurance and paperwork 
provided and to be held on file.   

 

Your request:  

A Councillor noted that the lease has ended at the meeting.  If this was a full repairing 
lease as requested by the representative last night, why has the Council did not insist 
the works were completed as part of dilapidations before the end of the lease? 
 
Our response: 

This is correct a Councillor did confirm that the lease ended.  Despite best efforts to 
negotiate a lease renewal and agreed terms the lease came to an end and despite an 
extension agreed by Council there was no action instigated by the Scout group which 
meant that the building became the property of the landowner.  
 
A schedule of dilapidations was considered unfair on such a small group who had little 
to no funds to bring the building back to the state in which it was when the building 
were opened and the lease began.  

 

Your request:  

What clauses have been put in the Heads of Terms that the Scout Group feel are 
totally unreasonable and unfair as stated by the Scout representative? 
 
Our response: 

At the moment there has not been discussion on these with the Scout group however 
the response from the Scout group is attached for information.  
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Your request:  

 
With regards the quote that there is ‘rising anger across the Parish’ made by the Scout 
representative I am unable to find the figure for the numbers of children from the 
Colney Heath Parish that would currently benefit from use of this building?  Can you 
please confirm that figure? 
 
Our response: 

As stated in the attached response currently 52 children and 25 volunteers.  
 

Your request:  

I note from previous minutes and correspondence that the Parish Council have made 
an offer to refurbish the building allowing the 3 groups to remain using it for free?  As 
a volunteer and a Trustee of a registered charity myself I am unclear why a group of 
unpaid volunteers would turn down such an offer and take on such a huge burden 
themselves? Could you please confirm when this offer was made by the Council and 
what official response was received from the Scout group?   
 
Our response: 

The Parish Council held a series of meetings with the Scout group during early 2018 
and the offer was made both verbally and also again in writing as a suggestion directly 
to the Scout Group Treasurer on 26th April 2018 by the Parish Clerk as a way forward. 
This option was again repeated in a working party meeting held 13th May 2021.  
The Scouts rejected this offer.  
 
Your request:  

Why is there a fundamental difference between what the Council and the Scout 
group believe with regards the works that should both be carried out and 
costs?  Why did the Scout representative state that it might be ‘convenient’ for the 
Council to have a higher figure? 
 
Our response: 

There will be differences between what a hirer believes building requirements and 
works should be and that of a corporate landlord who is liable for risk if users are 
injured as a result of works not completed.   
 
Council is unclear on why it would be ‘convenient’ for the Council to have a higher 
figure.  The Council would like to have a lower figure for their works to the building as 
there is a ceiling for which it would be cheaper to demolish the building and rebuild 
and this is currently a serious consideration. 
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Your request:  

As stated by the Scout representative last night it is the ‘duty of Councillor to serve 
the best interest of its parishioners’ with this in mind have the Council considered 
what else could be done with the building in Roestock Park that could better serve 
the parishioners that could home all the Scout groups but also provide a facility for 
the wider community? 
 

Our response: 

The Council are reviewing all options for this building.  It is stated that the Scout group 
would use 40% of the total building use across the year with approximately 60% being 
for community use.  Negotiations are continuing to find the best possible use for both 
the building in its current state and also if the building were to be rebuilt.  

I hope this sufficiently addresses your questions. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Chaplin LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council 
For and on behalf of 
Colney Heath Parish Council  
 
Enc.  Scout Group FOI Response  
 


