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27th July 2021    

RE:  Freedom of Information Act 2000  

Colney Heath Parish Council – Questions regarding Roestock Hut  

I am replying to you in response to your email received 6th July 2021 to the Chairman 
of Council Councillor Peter Cook.   This response was discussed and approved by Full 
Council at their meeting held on 22nd July 2021. 

The Council would like to thank you for your observations but are keen to confirm that 
the meeting you are describing was a working party meeting.  As such the meeting is 
informal where councillors are attending to discuss matters with groups, individuals, 
and others informally.  

The Council confirm the following responses to the questions posed in your 
correspondence: 

Your request: 

Whether all councillors saw the letter in advance and agreed to the contents being 

shared as part of the meeting on 13th May?  

 

Parish Council response  

Councillors were copied a transcript in advance of the working party meeting.  

 

Your request: 

What enquiries and research were undertaken in order to clarify the legitimacy of the 

letter and whether you were able to substantiate such serious accusations?  

 

Parish Council response  

The transcript was shared in a closed meeting there were no enquiries made and it is 
not for the Parish Council to investigate.  

Your request: 

The relevance of such an unsubstantiated letter to the issue of negotiation of a lease 

between the Parish Council and Colney Heath Scout Group?   

 

Parish Council response  

As stated immediately prior to the letter being read out the history within the area 

and matters raised by residents concerning the issue were noted and the challenges 

facing the Council were shared.  
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Your request: 

Whether any of the signatories of the letter were members of the Council or direct 

relations of members and officers of the council?  

 

Parish Council response  

This information is not held by the Parish Council.  

 

Your request: 

Why no declarations of interest were made by Cllr West and the Clerk of the Council 

as to the contents of such a letter – given that it is very clear that the letter made 

direct reference to ‘those more closely involved with the Guides and the Parish 

Council’.  

 

Parish Council response  

Declarations of interest are not relevant in an informal working party.  Councillors are 

required to declare interests as decision makers of Council when in a Council or 

Committee meeting or where decisions are voted on or being made. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Chaplin LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council 
For and on behalf of 
Colney Heath Parish Council  


