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5th July 2021    

 

RE:  Freedom of Information Act 2000  

Colney Heath Parish Council – Several questions related to budget and the 

Tyttenhanger area  

I am replying to you in response to your email received 14th June 2021.   After 

discussions with the Information Commissioners Office, the following response is sent 

on behalf of Colney Heath Parish Council is as follows:  

Your request:  

The Budget Proposal on the Parish website dated the 20th of November 2020 says 
that Tyttenhanger Open Space has a budget of £6,600 allocated to it for 2021/22. 
Broken down as follows: 

Repairs and Maintenance £2,000 
Grass Cutting £2,600 
Hedge Maintenance £2,000 

As Tyttenhanger Open Space is not a defined area, can you provide a plan of what is 
defined as Tyttenhanger Open Space and a breakdown of how this money was spent 
for the financial year 2020/21 and what it will be spent on in 2021/22? 

Why the sudden inclusion of the 'Hedge Maintenance'? The hedges have been within 
Tyttenhanger Green for a long time, and sure have always required regular 
maintenance. Can you define what hedges are maintained within this budget figure? 

What 'Repairs and Maintenance' were carried out and what are expected to be carried 
out this financial year (2021/22)? 

Our response: 

Tyttenhanger Open Space is defined as the areas marked in the legally registered land 
titles HD533627 and HD518757.  There is also the newly registered accessway which 
is title HD535788.   The plans can be downloaded at the Land Registry.   There were 
quotes and planned expenditure in 2020 but some of this was placed on hold due to 
COVID restrictions. 
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Expenditure on the Open Space budget for 2020/21 can be seen in the following table 
of expenditure:  

Date  Expenditure   Cost (exc VAT)  

28/06/2020 Sleeper Bridge at Tyttenhanger 1150.00  

31/07/2020 Playground Banner  55.00 

17/08/2020 Removal of Hedge  120.00 

26/08/2020 Grit Bin  258.79 

07/10/2020 Playground repairs  184.48 

11/03/2021 Tree inspection  275.00 

22/03/2021 Annual Safety Inspection 45.75 

Annual  Grass Cutting at £130 per cut  2370.00 

  4459.02 

Other items not costed to maintenance include dog waste collection, litter bin collection 
and insurance contribution which is not broken down by area.  

Predicted works for 2021/22 include  

• the installation of a new gate and height restrictor at the Tyttenhanger 
Accessway,  

• hedge trimming at the accessway,  

• works to the hedges, trees, and playground area,  

• annual inspection of equipment in playground and repairs to playground as 
required and recommended,  

• cutting back of the trees and hedges hiding the two benches in the open space 
area 

• 15 cuts of the open space area 

• installation of a sign at accessway and open space  

• any other work that is requested or recommended by the Environment 
Committee or Full Council  

Some of this work is currently out for quotes so no costs have been assigned although 
some tree and hedge work has been instructed along with the gate and height restrictor 
which is due to be installed imminently.   

With regards any other works it would be impossible to predict what Council, or any 
Committee may decide to do in future months.  

The hedge maintenance budget will include all areas as listed in the owned titles as 
stated.  
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Your request:  

Why is there a £500 increase in budget between 2020-21and 2021-22 for Grass 
Cutting and what area is including in the grass cut? 

Our response: 

The cost of grass cutting is reviewed every 2-3 years and the contract was recently 
renewed based on the price quoted this budget was increased.  Cuts were also 
increased from 12 to 15 per year as the area grows quickly and the budget has been 
exceeded in previous years.  

The grass cutting area is the whole of the open space and also the accessway.  The 
grass cutting contract areas and tender contract can be viewed on the Parish Council 
website at the following link https://www.colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk/invitation-to-
tender-grass-cutting-contract/ 

Your request: 

Why the sudden inclusion of the 'Hedge Maintenance'? The hedges have been within 
Tyttenhanger Green for a long time, and sure have always required regular 
maintenance. Can you define what hedges are maintained within this budget figure? 

Our response: 

The budget is always under review and the separation of these items makes it clearer 
as to how the budget is being spent.  It assists in budget and strategical planning.  As 
stated in the previous response the hedge maintenance budget is for all areas as listed 
in the owned titles confirmed in the earlier part of this response.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Chaplin LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council 
For and on behalf of 
Colney Heath Parish Council  
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