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7th September 2021   
 

RE:  Freedom of Information Act 2000  

Colney Heath Parish Council – Perceived Bias and voting procedure  

I am replying to you in response to your email received 29th July 2021.  The response 
on behalf of the Parish Council is as follows:   

Your request:  

With regards to the meeting, I attended on 22 July I would like to ask the following:  
 
Grant Applications 
There were a number of grant applications voted on, but particularly 1 for £250 for the 
resident’s group ‘4 Colney Heath’. I note that one of your councillors Mr Shaw, is the 
Treasurer of this group, and while he noted it was unpaid, I do not understand why he 
was allowed to vote for a grant for an organisation he is treasurer.  Had he not been 
allowed to vote, the vote to give £250 would have not been passed 2-2 with the 
Chairman using his casting vote, it would have 2-1 against.  Whilst this is a small 
amount of money, it sets a dangerous precedent, and I would like to know why as a 
Council he was allowed to vote. 
 
Scout correspondence. 
In the section where the replies for correspondence were discussed and voted on 
sending, your new councillor Mrs Llewellin, who I note is the wife of the Colney Heath 
Scout Group Chairman, was allowed to vote despite a clear conflict.  In the 
circumstance, this did not make any difference, however again this could set a 
dangerous precedent and I would like to know why as a Council she was allowed to 
vote. 
 

Our response: 

Councillors must take the responsibility to declare both their personal and financial 
interests.  These declarations are their own decision and as such Councillor Shaw 
chose to take part in the vote for the grant application.    Guidance on openness and 
transparency on personal interests can be found at the following link: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/240134/Openness_and_transparency_on_personal_interests.pdf 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/240134/Openness_and_transparency_on_personal_interests.pdf
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A decision has been taken by the RFO (Responsible Financial Officer) to hold a revote 
on this matter and this will happen at the Full Council meeting being held on 23 
September subject to Council approval.  

On the matter of the Scout correspondence Councillor Llewellin chose to vote on the 
item and as stated previously this is her choice to decide whether to vote, abstain or 
declare a personal interest.  

As a result of some confusion over voting and declaring financial and personal 
interests, a clear question will be asked prior to any voting undertaken in future to 
ensure councillors have made any declarations either financial or personal.  

I hope the information provided successfully answers your questions. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Chaplin LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council 
For and on behalf of 
Colney Heath Parish Council  
 


