


Colney Heath Parish Council

2024 report to the electorate of Colney Heath parish 
Presented on 9th May 2024 by Craig Tallents, Chair



Your 
Parish 
Council

Councillors - elected in May 2023 - are 
unpaid and volunteer their time

Variety of legacy issues for various reasons 
from previous Parish Councils

Financial consequences resulting from the 
April 23 change to the Parish boundary

Need to reset Council’s relationship with 
the community



Parish 
Council’s 
Vision

Simply :  to be a “good council” 

Represent all parts of our community

Work positively with the community

Communicate effectively

Work with other parties to get the best deal for 
our community



Initial 
objectives

Oppose inappropriate developments

Progress our Neighbourhood Plan

Enhance our environment

Understand residents’ issues 

Inform residents 



Initial 
objectives

Support community groups 

Resolve legacy issues

Simplify bureaucracy

Provide value for money



Working 
Groups 
established

SET UP IN JUNE engaging volunteers

Planning

Communications

Roestock Hut

Charles Morris Hall

Community Organisations Liaison



Planning

Parish Council is statutory consultee

not decision maker

Responding to many planning 
applications and objecting to several 
major developments 

Responding to consultations including 

SADC draft Local plan

HCC Minerals plan 



Planning
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group re-
established following approval of revised 
area in December 2023

acting as Rule 6 party on planning inquiries 
for:
Ellenbrook quarry
150 houses on Tollgate Road 
45 houses next to school/football club



Ellenbrook 
Quarry 

(Planning 
Inquiry)

Smallford

Ellenbrook

Hatfield Road



150 houses off 
Tollgate Road 

(planning 
Inquiry)

Tollgate Road
Coursers Road



45 houses next to 
school and 

football club 
(Planning Inquiry)

School

Football Club

High Street



155 houses 
on 
Roestock 
Lane 
(submitted 
Nov 2022)

Roestock Lane

High Street



110 houses 
on 
Roestock 
Lane 
(submitted 
Feb 2023) Roestock Lane



190 houses 
off Colney 
Heath Lane 
(submitted 
Sept 2023)

Colney Heath Lane

Smallford Trail



26 houses 
on Colney 
Heath Lane 
(submitted 
Nov 23)

Colney Heath Lane



Bowmans Cross (new town 5,000 houses) 

LONDON COLNEY

COLNEY HEATH 

M25



Bowmans Cross 
(new town ~5,000 houses) 

M25

A1(M)

A414



Progress to 
date (1/3)

Communications - Council adopted 
Kite as new logo and three editions of 
The Kite magazine published and 
1,300 copies delivered by volunteers



The Kite September, December and March  



Progress to 
date (2/3)

Community grants for applicants: 

Colney Heath-Boissy Twinning 
Association 
Colney Heath Girlguiding

Community Organisations  Working 
Group held a community conference in 
Nov 2023 followed by survey of local 
organisations plans and needs

New playground under construction at 
the recreation ground



Progress to 
date (3/3)

400 trees planted in Roestock Park 
by volunteers

New grass cutting contract agreed for 
the next three years covering the 
Common and other areas in the parish

The Warren "ghost ponds" formed 

great crested newts in residence



Ghost ponds at the Warren 



Legacy 
issue (1/3)

COLNEY HEATH FOOTBALL CLUB

March 2021 - lease on Pavilion expired

July 2023 - agreement in principle

Respective legal representatives are 
debating  details of the new lease…



Legacy 
issue (2.1/3)

ROESTOCK HUT - 2023

2016 - land lease expired; 
2019 - scouts evicted

June - required actions defined and how to 
comply with best value legislation    

September - recommendations made, 
alternative approach to be investigated 

October to December - investigation of similar 
facilities and example   



Legacy 
issue (2.2/3) 

ROESTOCK HUT - 2024

January - “best value” process not required. 
Options outlined. 

February - detailed assessment of options 
required; cost estimate required

April - cost estimator appointed, options being 
drafted

Next step - analysis of options to satisfy the 
auditor – aiming for June Council meeting



Legacy 
issue (3/3)

CHARLES MORRIS HALL

March 2021 - discussions commenced

May 2022 - new lease requested by CMH

July 2023 - agreement in principle to new lease 
term (50 years) and peppercorn rent (£5/year)

CMH developing a new Constitution…
CHPC investigating land holding…

Aim to conclude by July 2024
NB: current lease expires in July 2025



Issues 
to be 
addressed

Track behind cottages on CH High 
Street

Working Group to be set up 

Council precept  : value for 
money



Precept 

c.2,480 properties contributed to Parish income 
before boundary change effective April 2023

c.1,180 properties now contribute (half 
previous)

precept was increased in April 2023 by c.85%

 



Budget 2024/25

Income      £185,530
Expenditure      £177,960

Administration 115,625
Environment    35,350
Planning     12,000
Community        9,950
Play areas        3,835
Buildings        2,000

Chart Title

Administration

Environment

Planning

Community

Play areas

Buildings



Colney Heath Parish Council Budget 2024/25

Council Tax Precept ████████████████████████████████████████████████████ 185,530

Administration ██████████████████████████████████ 114,625 (65%) Cumulative

Environment ██████████ 35,350 (20%) 65%

Planning ███ 12,000 (7%) 84%

Community ███ 9,950 (6%) 91%

Play Areas █ 3,835 (2%) 97%

Buildings  2,000 (1%) 99%

100%

£185,530 income is coming from…

£177,960 expenditure is going on…



Pressures

Small parish with limited resources 

Planning applications and appeals

Developing the Neighbourhood Plan

Need assistance of lay volunteers 

Thank you all who have helped



Questions
Response to questions 
submitted in advance



Your  
questions? We may need to check 

before answering 
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