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Spring really has sprung!

Unfortunately, the March Parish Council meeting
was cancelled. Rest assured though that business
is still very much in hand and our to-do list of
projects is being managed. As seems to be the case
with much of our work, planning is takingup a
huge amount of resource and time — and | hate to
sayit, often seems a totally fruitless task. Despite
the sterling efforts of our Planning Officer, Mike
Rawlins, and the Clerk, who delivered a robust
objection to the building of 35 townhouses on
farm land at the end of Tollgate Road, St Albans
District Council voted in favour of the planning
application. It now means that Colney Heath will
have a third housing development to contend with
—and some 300 new homes in the village!

The development by Bellway Homes, on farm
land running up the side of Roestock Lane, is also

although the marketing flyer delivered to local
residents promoting the joys of what Bellway will
offer the community, leaves a lot to be desired.

==

Parish Council meetings:

YOUR Thursday 23rd April and Thursday
DIARY 21st May at 7.30pm at Colney Heath
DATES JMI School. Residents are very

welcome to attend.
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unfolding. Officials and vehicles have been spotted,

Welcome to the Spring issue of The Kite and hopefully some much
better weather. The dark sky full of rain that has enveloped us since the
beginning of January really has taken its toll on the Parish. We've had
numerous reports of flooding, inaccessible pathways, sodden fields and
potholes galore. It seems everything around us has been affected.

Other news to report is that the Parish Council has
finalised its budget expediture for the forthcoming
year. The precept, the portion of council tax
collected from local residents to fund the council’s
planned expenditure and services, will rise slightly
mainly due to the increase in fly tipping and the
cost to have it removed. | will talk about this more
in my annual Chair’s presentation to the electorate
in May where | will be very happy to answer any
questions or concerns you may have.

I'm determined to put some faith in what Spring
has the potential to deliver. This coverimage by
Councillor Nick Pettit, taken a couple of weeks ago
outside St Albans Cathedral, is a good way to start.
Let’s all work together this year to champion the
positive and the good going on in our Parish.

Warmest wishes to you all this Easter.

CralgTaIIents Chair
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EMAILSYSTEM The Parish Council's email system was
recently unavailable for an unexpected amount of time.
Thiswas due toan IT upgrade and essential migration work.
The Parish Council apologises for the longer than normal
timeitis taking to reply to emails.




PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS: AN UPDATE FROM COUNCILLOR SPENCER JAMES

Roestock Hut update

Roestock Hut has historically been used for arange
of community activities in the Parish. Following
consultation with interested parties keen to have
regular access to Roestock Hut, including Colney
Heath Scouts, it has been agreed by the Parish
Council toreopen the building as a Parish-managed
community building. The facility, located in Colney
Heath’s Roestock Park, will be made available for
use to local groups, organisations and individuals
seeking an accessible space to stage activities,
events and clubs. Its return to public use will provide
an additional venue option within the Parish.

The building currently requires substantial
renovation and updating to bring it back into

use and councillors have been engaged for a
considerable amount of time on feasibility studies,
usage options and outline renovation costs. The
resultis the Parish Council has recently approved
going to public tender for the building works.

Once completed, the Parish Council will manage
and maintain the Roestock Hut. Residents and
community groups interested in using the space
are advised to look out for updates from the Parish
Council as plans come together.

ABIGTHANKYOU

Hopefully by the time The Kite goes to

print, the results of some recent work by the
Tyttenhanger Community Group, headed by
Pat Slade will be coming into full bloom. Pat
and her team planted two and a half thousand
daffodils, tulips, crocuses and snowdrops on
the verges and greens.

The MONSTER returns!

Bowmans Cross (the huge area of countryside north
of the Bell roundabout up to Coursers Farm) has
been re-identified by Hertsmere County Council as
the ‘ideal location for a sustainable new community’
to help meet the future housing needs of St Albans
district. The site, which willinclude 5,000 new
homes, is akin to a new town and is being led by
national developers Urban&Civic.

This project not only greatly threatens the local area
in terms of sustainability, services, pollution, traffic
and nature, but the overall wellbeing of people’s
daily lives in Colney Heath and the wider parish. At
abasiceveryday level, the development will bring
in excess of 10,000 new vehicles to our local roads,
with Colney Heath and the wider Parish bangin the
middle of it all. That’s a vast amount of traffic for
anunder resourced network already creaking with
congestion and problems —and Bowmans Cross
brings with it no plan to develop the existing road
infrastructure! And yet this is just the tip of the
iceberg with what Bowmans Cross will do to the
local area in terms of population growth and the
demands on services.

Three years ago, the Parish Council, local residents’
associations and residents went up against the
Conservative-led Hertsmere County Council and
stopped Bowmans Cross. The Labour councillors
who supported us are now the same ones bringing
the development back! It’s an act of betrayal to our
community and the Parish Council will be doing
everything it can to oppose Bowmans Cross. If you
have professional planning experience or legal
expertise and can volunteer your help, email
clerk@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

For full information see www.bowmanscross.co.uk

VILLAGE HALLS: NEWS UPDATE

CHARLES MORRIS HALL:
BOOKING OFFICER
VACANCY

We are looking for someone to take on the duties
of organising booking of the hall as Jane, our long
serving booking officer, is stepping down. The
commitmentis currently about 2 hours per week.
Full training will be provided and help will be on
hand until you find your feet. For more information
email Jane at bookings@charlesmorrishall.org.uk
orcall07970 481798.

2 TheKite Spring 2026

COLNEY HEATH VILLAGE
HALL: OPEN DAY
SATURDAY 13TH JUNE, 2PM

There’s a lot currently happening at the hall and a
variety of organisations using it will be present to
explain what they do. Complimentary cakes, tea,
coffee and drinks will be served. Pop in and enjoy
the refreshments, a Guess The Weight competition,
and entertainment for all ages. Look out for the

full programme which will be published nearer to
the date.
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OUR ENVIRONMENT: AN UPDATE FROM COUNCILLOR HILARY BRAZIER

Colney Heath residents
battle road flooding issues

Since the early part of 2025, residents of Roestock
Gardens, Franklin Close and Roestock Lane in

Colney Heath have been reporting issues of road

and pavement flooding to Hertfordshire County
Council. Things came to a head in early February
following days of sustained rain when the pooling

of water along the road became a danger to traffic
and pedestrians. Residents, led by the sterling
efforts of Mr John Rowland, have long complained
that the drain network is carrying large amounts of
silt-polluted water, which has been spilling out onto
the road surface for days at a time. Residents have
been pointing the finger firmly at Colney Manor, the
development of some 100+ new homes still being
built by Taylor Wimpey, directly behind properties
at Roestock Gardens.

The development, which was originally opposed

by residents and the Parish Council on a number

of issues including flooding, was granted planning
permission with the building of a pumping station
and two overflow ponds to mitigate flooding issues.
To date, the ponds remain bone dry! Following

the intervention of District Councillor John Hale,
indepth surveys conducted by Hertfordshire County
Council on the network under Roestock Gardens
and Franklin Close revealed that the drains were
full of earth andssilt. Pipeline camerainvestigations
thenrevealed that it was being carried in water
from Colney Manor. The drains have now been
cleared and residents have been informed that
investigations will be taking place with Thames
Water, who manage the pipe and drain network,
and Taylor Wimpey to ascertain who is responsible
for the flooding and the measures needed to stop
the problem from happeningin the future. So far,
Taylor Wimpey has denied all responsibility.

Beating the Bounds

Sunday 10th May 2026 at 2.30pm
Meet at Colney Heath Village Hall

Beating the Bounds is an ancient English custom,
where community members walk the Parish
perimeter to mark its boundaries, traditionally

by striking boundary stones or trees with birch

or willow wands. Historically it involved religious
processions and fasting, often lasting several days.
Fortunately the Parish Council doesn’t ask residents
to give up their favourite foods anymore, although
it does fully encourage all to join with Charlie Nash,
the Common Ranger, in an annual walk around the
boundary of Colney Heath Common. As an incentive
to pull on your walking boots, free tea and cakes will
be served at Colney Heath Village Hall afterwards.
Come along for an enjoyable time — plus you are
‘bound’ to learn something about the good old days
of Colney Heath and life in the Parish.

Common survey: we need
your help

The Parish Council is considering a survey of Colney
Heath Common and how it is currently being used
by residents and visitors with a view to improving
signage and updating usage rules. To help prepare
arange of background information before
presenting to Council, we are asking residents

to share their thoughts and experiences of The
Common. If you have views on issues like dog
fouling, commercial dog walking, dogs off leads,
threatening canine behaviour, littering,

anti-social behaviour, access and parking, please
email ClIr Nick Pettit with your comments to:
clirpettit@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov
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A Tyttenhanger Green Walk (2.5 miles)

Tyttenhanger Green resident Kevin Brice takes us on an enjoyable walk through Parish countryside

to The Plough pub and a well deserved pint.

We are blessed in our Parish to have access to

the countryside through a network of footpaths.
Living in Tyttenhanger Green, there are plenty of
opportunities to take a dog-friendly walk. If you
coincide it with the opening times at our excellent
local pub, The Plough, there’s an added incentive to
get outside! In wet winters like the one we’ve had,
options are more limited. At the time of writing
much of Highfield Park is waterlogged and the
footpaths are very muddy. In anticipation of there
not being a heatwave between now and the time of
publication, | have outlined a walk that tries to avoid
the worst of these conditions.

Starting from Tyttenhanger Green, walk up to the
junction of Highfield Lane. Here, turn left and walk

a hundred yards or so to a footpath sign on the
opposite side of the road to Nightingale Lane. This
takes you through a pleasant wood that may be wet,
but is mostly leaf mould so your boots won’t get

too clogged up. At the end of the wood turn left and
follow the footpath which goes around the back of
Highfield Farm. Soon it takes an abrupt turn to the
right towards Nightingale Lane. This is flat open
countryside and red kites and buzzards are often
overhead looking for pickings on the arable fields
(so keep your dog close). It’s hard to believe that it
wasn’t that long ago that Nightingale Lane was open
to traffic. It was blocked off in the mid 1990s when
the new Highfield housing estate was built following
the closure of Cell Barnes Hospital in 1988.

Onreaching Nightingale Lane turn left and walk
two hundred yards to a footpath sign to Highfield
Lane. Go through the gap and turn right to follow
the field edge round to the end of a wooded area.
Unfortunately this part of the walk is close to the
busy A414, but you’ll soon leave the worst of the
noise and walk up a delightful enclosed green lane.
You mightimagine a horse and carriage coming up
here when it was probably a long tree lined driveway
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stretching from the London Road, near to today’s
London Colney roundabout, up to Highfield Hall,
which dates back to the 1880s.

You now reach a double bend in Highfield Lane by
the Hall now converted to rather swish apartments.
Charles Morris, a local businessman lived here until
hisdeathin1926.1n 1974 the Charles Morris Hall
was built with finances he left to the inhabitants of
Tyttenhanger Green from the sale of his land. Take
care here as you go straight on, crossing the road
and to your right you will see an access road to some
houses and a footpath sign to Barleymow Lane

(it can get a bit wetter and muddier from here on
so you could shorten the walk by going back up
Highfield Lane to Tyttenhanger Green). Take that
path, which after a couple of hundred yards enters
Knights Wood. This is especially lovely in Spring
with thousands of amazing bluebells bursting into
flower. Currently Herts County Council Countryside
Management are doing tree works here to
encourage more light to the woodland floor.

Continue through the wood to a T-junction. Turn
left and go over a wooden bridge. Next, turn right
and head on up to the end of the field. If you were

to carry on over the next field you would come to

the site of the late lamented Barley Mow pub, now a
small residential development. In days of yore, you
would’ve probably been able to walk from there, past
Woodrake Cottages, through quiet countryside to
Colney Heath (damn the A414!). At the end of the
field, turn left and follow the field edge for a quarter
of a mile to a kissing gate. Continue through the
muddy middle of horse paddocks to Tyttenhanger
Green where it narrows to Barleymow Lane. Turn left
and you’ll soon be back at your starting point. The
Plough, with its welcoming fire in chilly weather and
arich history dating back to the 1880s, is there to
welcome the thirsty traveller — and their dog!
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THE WI

A look at Colney Heath
W] archives

The first committee meeting of the Colney Heath
WIwas held on 30th March 1953 at the home of
Mrs Behling at Roestock Hall (now demolished

and replaced by flats in Hall Gardens). The first WI
meeting — a demonstration by the St Albans Gas
Company on food preservation — was attended by
49 members at the old St Mark’s Hall. 1953 was also
the year of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il and
the Wl assisted at the service held in the Recreation
Ground, as well as at the afternoon tea party.

By 1954, the monthly meetings were being held in
the Village Hall, but in 1955 a special meeting was
called to discuss the Village Hall fees, which were
togoupto £1foreach evening plus 5/- for use of
the piano. It was agreed to pay, but not to have the
piano! Talks were on a variety of subjects including
the history of St Albans, cake icing, keep fit, making
loose covers and a basketry demonstration.
Outings were arranged to Windsor and Beaconsfield
Model Village. In January 1956, committee

meeting outings were cancelled indefinitely due to
dissatisfaction by some members! Extra funds were
raised by holding a bazaar where members sold
their homemade produce. Whist drives also seemed
to be a popular evening entertainment.

Today, the Colney Heath WI meets monthly. Our
new Gardening Club has already been to see the
snowdrops in Letchworth Garden City and we
recently supplied refreshments at the Twinning
Association Jumble Sale. Coming up we have talks
on plague houses and pandemics, sea shanties and
the power of natural skincare. We would love to
welcome new members (your first visit is free!). For
information go to www.colneyheathwi.com or our
Facebook page — or just comealongat 7.30pmon
the second Thursday of each month.

Amanda Furlong

Photos of the first and current President (Mrs Majorie Behling and Mrs Joanna Defries)

COLNEY HEATH THEATRE CLUB

New shows for ‘26

In February, we saw Back To The Future at the
Adelphi Theatre. This was at the request of one
of our members, Vicky. You can see herin the
photo with her friend Katie. It was a great night
out and the special effects were incredible.

We have three more shows booked for 2026.
These are: Kinky Boots at The London Coliseum
on Friday 27th March, with Johanne Radebe
from Strictly Come Dancing; High Society

at The Barbican Theatre on Friday 5th June,
with Felicity Kendall and Helen George, and
Sinatra The Musical at the Aldwych Theatre on
Wednesday 2nd September.

If a stress-free evening at the theatre with coach
travel from the Colney Heath area into central
London appeals to you, contact Elizabeth Clarke
at colneyheaththeatreclub@yahoo.co.uk or
call 07870 701118 for more details on ticket
availability and future shows.

5 TheKite Spring 2026

1e|D 419qezi[3 3



© Colney Heath JMI School

COLNEY HEATH JMI SCHOOL

It’s been an inspirational time at school

These past few weeks have been a busy and very
inspiring time for the children of Colney Heath
School. The School believes that by introducing
our children to people and places it can really
encourage and engage them — as well as inspire
them. Learning out of the classroom is a vital way
to deepen their understanding and we know that
children’s curiosity and interest can be ignited by a
dayout. It also enables them to encounter different
places and people outside of our community,
broadening their horizons and understanding of
the world.

Our curriculum-based trips, which are generously
subsidised by PTA events, have seen our children
investigating places of worship, visiting the
Natural History and Science Museums, finding
minibeasts in Epping Forest and researching the
Great Fire of London. At the same time we also
offerarich provision of other trips that supplement
our curriculum and provide the children with
opportunities that develop their interests and
talents. Our choir participated in Young Voices,
singinginan 8,000-strong choiratthe 02 —

an amazing experience organised by Deputy
Headteacher, Mrs Billing. Not many people can
confidently say they have headlined the 02, but our
children can!
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Our school lifeis enriched by the diverse range of
visitors who come to offer our children a unique
perspective on their talents. It was a delight to
welcome back former pupil Shelby Grant (above),
winner of the RSPCA Young Wildlife Photographer
of the Year. He has an amazing talent and his
images really bring the world of nature to life. He
worked with our pupils to share his love of the
local environment and the importance of having
aspirations and interests. We love hearing about
past pupils’ successes and look forward to Shelby
visiting again in the warmer weather when we are
hoping to collaborate on an exciting wildlife project.

We have also been working on a Mini Police project,
encouraging our children to understand their
responsibilities in our society, as they become
more independent. Our School Council was
pleased to welcome Fawzia Koofi (right), who was
formerly an MP in Afghanistan, to continueits
investigations into democracy and why this British
valueisimportant worldwide. In March, we were
also fortunate to experience the wonder, skill and
beauty of the Royal Ballet’s Costume Department
when they visited our Year 4 pupils, who are
preparing for their annual performance, to learn
about the importance of costume and theatre.
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It has been a busy term for sport as our children
continue to enjoy the variety of extra-curricular
activities on offer. Our cross country teams are in
contention to be in the top three of the St Albans
Cross Country League. Our Year 5s have enjoyed PE
atalocal secondary school and Year 3 pupils have
had a day of multi-sports at Wodson Park. We are
already looking ahead to the Summer term and
the return of our swimming pool, which gives the
opportunity for all children to have lessons.

We feel that our fantastic children have great
opportunities ahead of them and our school offers a
rich programme to inspire them. To promote this, we
are partnering with The Spiral Multi-Academy Trust
to become one of a family of local primary schools
with a shared vision of ‘Shaping a Better Future’.

The School has places in both Nursery and
Reception for September 2026 and would love
to welcome you to the school for a visit. If you are
interested, please get in touch with the Office.

Anne Clark, Head

Let’s gather together

The Gathering is a monthly afternoon meeting

at St Mark’s Church for the older folk of the Parish.
We begin with a light-hearted quiz or alook at | Maundy Thursday 2nd April - 7:30pm
some memorabilia, then some songs. Ashort talk A reflective service in church

then takes place with the chance to further discuss S Ehlay et Al b oy
aBible story. Most of our time together is spent - HB) b et *e:;ings,'an';mdsic R R
enjoying tea or coffee and homemade cakes — Separate activities for children in the centre
and there is always plenty of chatting! This past \ Foliowed BuocCrpes Bubis
Christmas,wewe.lcomed the children from Colney ghadll Day Sunday 5th April| ,
Heath School to sing carols which was lovely. In Services at 8:30am & 10:30am -
August we plan to have a saxophonist entertain us Followed by an Easter Egg Hunt i

at our meeting. The Gathering is open to everyone A ' '
and meets at 2pm on the third Tuesday of the : :

month. We would love to see you whether you have For full details about our Sunday services and
afaith ornot. activities, please visit stmarkscolneyheath.co.uk

The Big Lunch i I[ -
Tuesday 31°** March - 12pm - 2:30pm .
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Are you a local
business?

Advertise here
from only £15.

Email the Parish Council Clerk at:
clerk@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

www.jdaystoneworks.com Bl
Woodburning & Gas Stoves AR
Grates & Fireside Accessories
Mantles & Granite Worktops
Bespoke Marble & Stone
Contemporary Gas Fires
Architectural Salvage
Logs & Wood Fuels
Original Fireplaces

Are you  local
business?

TSEEES =l | Advertise here
: || fromonly 15

Email the Parish Council Clerk at:
clerk@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

Aloe Vera & Beehive Products

b . .

.l._(' i iﬁ[_. #* Award-Winning Skincare o &
Nicky * Personal Care Products e O
Packman | * Nut-rltlonal Drinks & Supplements -
Independent * Weight Management Programmes
Distributor * Animal Care Products

* Gift Ideas & Special Offers
* Vegetarian & Vegan Products

A\
07973 102313 or nicky@nickyp
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what’s

TUESDAY 315T MARCH

The Big Easter Quiz

Join us at 7:30pm - booking advised
THURSDAY 2ND APRIL

Bingo with Sue

From 7:30pm

FRIDAY 3RD APRIL

Breakfast with the Easter bunny
10-11:30am - pre-bookings only

THE PLOUGH Sleapshyde ~ st Allans

FREE FABRIC
GIVEAWAY

Cotton ¢ Linen ¢ Silk °
Soft furnishing fabrics

Colney Heath WI has a selection
of end-of roll fabrics available
for FREE. Suitable for clothes,
uphoilstery, soft furnishings
and crafts.

Saturday 23rd May, 1-4pm
Colney Heath
Village Hall Studio

theW|

INSPIRING WOMEN

n you 'a‘t!ehd) to help pay for the room

on

SATURDAY 4TH APRIL
Kids' Easter Trail

Celebrate Easter with us 12-5pm

4

THURSDAY 23RD APRIL }\.
St George'’s Day
MONDAY 4TH MAY
Bank Holiday Quiz
WEDNESDAY 20TH MAY

Sip ‘n’ Paint

6.30-9pm - pre-bookings only

SUNDAY 5TH APRIL

Easter Lunch
12-5pm - booking advised

MONDAY 6TH APRIL

Bank Holiday BBQ

MONDAY 25TH MA
Quiz from 5pm - booking advised AUNDAY ZILH MAY

Bank Holiday Quiz

PHONE 01727 823720 TO BOOX

COLNEY HEATH SCHOOL
OF
TAE KWON-DO

WitF

RN TaL W £ FESERATON

Tuition by fully qualified
Black Belt Instructors

Chief Instructor:
Master Kim Anderson
8th Dan
International Instructor.

LEARN TO DEFEND YOURSELF
Beginner's lessons starting soon

Full details from Master Kim Anderson
Tel. - 07796 997378
www.facebook.com/ColneyHeathTkd
Email - kim.andersontkd@outlook.com

Training at:-The Village Hall
83 High Street, Colney Heath
St Albans, AL4 ONS
Wednesday - 6.30 pm
Saturday - 10 am

2 Taekwon-Do
2aiPACT
=1

TAEKWON-DO

IS THE KOREAN ART
OF SELF DEFENCE
Improves
- Fitness
- Awareness
- Confidence
- Self-Control

Colney Heath Village Hall
ercolors, acrylics and oils

Are you a local
business?

Advertise here
from only £15.

Email the Parish Council Clerk at:
clerk@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Your Voice is given over to a person connected to the Parish

to speak on a subject that others might be interested in. With
Spring bringing a new flock of bird species to the Parish, Rupert
Evershed, local naturalist and Chairman of Herts Bird Club, talks
about one of Hertfordshire's most welcome birds and what you
cando to help reverse the worrying decline in its population.

The House Martins need your help!

No, not the indie rock group, but those beautiful
birds that visit us every summer from Africa. Often
mistaken for Swallows, House Martins are more
compact and lack the long tail of their cousins. They
have a simple black on top with a bold white rump
in flight. Around Colney Heath you might also see
another martin — a Sand Martin — especially if you
are walking around Tyttenhanger’s gravel pit lakes.
They love the gravel pits for the sandy cliffs they
create into which they burrow their nest holes.

In contrast, House Martins love to nest in the eaves
of houses. They build neat hanging mud nests (or
repair if they are returning year after year) with a
little hole at the top to access the feeding of their
young brood. Come the end of summer, flocks

of House Martins will join with Swallows on the
telephone wires and eventually depart for Africa
—ajourney of nearly 6,000 miles. Each April, they
will return to their same colonies — a sure sign that
Spring has finally arrived.

Sadly, their close association with us has led to
persecution. Some homeowners take umbrage at
their mild disturbance and droppings below and
deter the birds with nets or even destroy their nests.
Onamore widespread but less intentional level,
modern buildings often remove eaves or board

House Martin
Conservation
UK & Ireland

them over. This, together with natural factors
beyond our control, means that the plight of House
Martins has reached crisis point with far fewer birds
returning to our towns. Some traditional colonies
have been abandoned altogether.

This has prompted action to see what can be done
to save them and better understand the dynamics
of theirlifecycle. Leading the efforts is House
Martin Conservation, an independent charity that
aims to increase knowledge of the House Martin
and create a channel for support throughout

the UK and Ireland. It is making a renewed call for
all nesting records of this declining species. To

that end, and in partnership with Coreo (a data
collection specialist), House Martin Conservation
have developed the ‘House Martin Mapper’ app
which allows you to record details of yours, or

other colonies, along with a facility to record mud
collecting data. Data is shared with environmental
record centres and bird clubs to maximise its use for
conservation and informing planning decisions and
mitigation efforts.

How can you help?

1. Download the FREE app and report your
House Martin sightings — especially if you are
lucky enough to live in a house with a House
Martin colony. To download the free app go to:
housemartinconservation.com/
house-martin-mapper-app

2. Become a member of House Martin
Conservation. Membership is free and members
will receive a welcome pack, a twice-yearly digital
newsletter and will be invited to take partin charity
events as the charity grows and increases activities.
For information on membership go to:
housemartinconservation.com/join-us

3. Help House Martins in other ways. You can
support House Martins by putting up artificial nest
cups orindirectly by supporting their insect food
through wildlife-friendly gardening. Go to:
housemartinconservation.com/how-to-help

If you want your voice to be heard in a future issue, email hlvaux.yahoo.co.uk
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SMALLFORD STATION & ALBAN WAY HERITAGE TRUST

We are now a CIO!

The big news is that we are now a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO). We are called The
Smallford Station and Alban Way Heritage Trust. As
a Trust, we have two working groups — the Trustees
and the Committee. Trustees willmeet once a
quarter and the Committee on the first Monday of
the month. We have a new email circulation list too
soif you'd like tojoin it, please send your details to:
info@smallford.org

We will be staging a Pop-Up Café event on Sunday
29 March,10.30am-3. 30pm at Smallford Station.
It's great fun sodo e

come anngfor
refreshmentsand
homemade cakes,
care of our two
wonderful caterers,
Frances and Pauline.
All we ask forisa
donation to our
funds. Thereisa
possibility that our
Goods Van Body will
have been moved to the station (thanks to
Oaklands College for providing the transport).

If this happens, you will have the opportunity to
see it at the Café event. One annoyance is that

the plywood that encloses it has already begun to
deteriorate and we really don’t know why. Sadly it
will all have to be replaced as time and funds allow.

aINEERENRGaRL LA

Jeff Lewis, Chair
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Ofsted

Good
Provider

Treasuve Tots

PYe- SChOO‘ *

SMALLFORD & SLEAPSHYDE RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION

News update

The Ellenbrook publicinquiry will open on 21 April
2026 at 10am and will last for up to four days.

The first three days will be at the Fielder Centre,
Hatfield Business Park, and the last day will be

held at Robertson House, Six Hills Way, Stevenage.
Suffice to say, this has the total attention of SSRA,
the Parish Council, Ellenbrook Area Residents’
Association and Hatfield Council. Other items being
monitored and discussed by SSRA are:

1. The new application for 52 new houses on land
at Notcutts Garden Centre (ref: 5/2025/2296) and
committee members visited Glinwell Nursery to
discuss its draft proposal to build a data centre and
housing on the site. The data centre is proposed

at 20 metres tall behind a stand of trees, while the
housing sits closer to the front of the site along
Station Road and Hatfield Road.

2. Updates to the Herts County Council Speed
Management Strategy. Every year, HCC assess
public requests against its strategy to determine
new speed limits and where physical road calming
measures are required. The update will use a survey
on local views on current traffic, which committee
members completed with a view to arrive at a
situation with less local traffic, moving slower.

To keep up with local news, send your name,
address and email to info@smallford.org. With
best wishes to all our residents for a restful Easter
holiday, from the SSRA committee.

Steve Ross, Secretary SSRA

Term time only Tuesday to Friday

*

15/30 funded hours available per
week for those that are eligible

3 months to 5 years

Lunch Club available

*

SPECIAL OFFER:
£40 per day until April 2026

Call 07580 100 368 info@treasuretots.co.uk

Colney Heath Village Hall
83 High Street, Colney Heath, Herts, AL4 ONS
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COLNEY HEATH FC

The road to the end of the season

As blossom appears and the sun climbs higherin
the sky, our senior teams are moving closer to the
end of the season. The First Team currently sits

in twelfth place in the Spartan League, matching
last season’s win total already, with seven more
matches still to play. The young side has grown

in confidence with impressive victories over
Dunstable, Wormley and Kings Langley. The spirit
around the club is extremely positive and a long
unbeaten run between November and February has
shown that the hard work of managers Paul O'Hare
and Paul Smallis paying off.

Our Under-23s are proudly top of the Suburban
Division 1 North table and are well placed to claim
thetitle if results go their way in the final four
fixtures. The squad has also reached the semi-finals
of both the Cup and Plate competitions, with the
potential for further silverware to come.

T: 01727 825 314 (mobile: 07484 520 070) E:clerk@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Write to: The Clerk to the Council, Colney Heath Parish Council, Highfield Park Visitor Centre, Hill End Lane,

St Albans, AL4 ORA, Hertfordshire.

Public opening hours: The Parish Office is open Thursday and Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm. Staff are part-time so
please call before visiting as we want to ensure we are there to meet you.

To advertise in The Kite: email clerk@colneyheathparishcouncil.gov.uk for availability
Submissions for The Kite Summer issue: By 15th June 2026 to Helen at hlvaux@yahoo.co.uk

Printed by Lavenham Press on FSC certified paper stock. Distributed by volunteer residents to each property in Colney Heath Parish.
Disclaimer: whilst the Parish Council runs advertisements in The Kite, this does not mean their endorsement or otherwise of any of
the businesses/advertisers. The advertiser must own the copyright on their logos and source elements as the Parish Council cannot

be held responsible for any dispute that may arise over copyright.

The Ladies’ team has been battling to climb away
from the foot of the Eastern Region Division 1

North table, with everything still to play for going
into April. Their final match, against Stevenage FC
Development, on 19th April could prove pivotalin
securing their place in the league. Our Colts sides
are going from strength to strength. Brad Gorman'’s
Under-14 team proudly lifted the Herts County Cup
at Letchworth in March and alongside our Under-
15sand 16s, all three teams currently sit top of their
respective EJA leagues.

With summer on the horizon, it’s the perfect time
to enjoy everything our village has to offer, from
sunny evenings to the simple pleasure of being
part of such a positive community.

Warm wishes to you all.
Richard Smith, Chair, Colney Heath FC
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